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1.
Trump commutes sentence of George Santos in fraud case
T A il e 1 URaTyS! qrHa W el 76 B
WASHINGTON Trump commutes sentence of George Santos
Trump commutes sentence of in fraud case .
George Santos in fraud case T A STl e BT aRaryS! qraa 7 el
TG DY
o Disgraced former Republican lawmaker George

Santos, who was convicted of committing wire fraud and
identity theft, left prison after his sentence was commuted
by the U.S. President Donald Trump.

Haiferd yd RufRie Tive Sirst Sel¥ (Republican

lawmaker George Santos), ﬁl%?ﬂlﬁ 'EﬂET‘PEﬂ (wire

, fraud) 3R UgAH @1 T (identity theft) & STORTe & Gt
m AP RRRRIRIEI Qﬂ, ‘IW ?quﬁ'mgw (US President

;sgraced former Republican lawmaker George Santos, who was Donald Trump) &RT m ol H m \_ﬂﬁ av_ dla aﬁ @h

convicted of committing wire fraud and identity theft, left prison dg} I

after his sentence was commuted by U.S. President Donald Trump. & Santos was sentenced to seven years for stealing

Santos was sentenced to seven years for stealing campaign donors’ . . .
identities and using their credit cards, among other charges. Arp campalgn donors’ identities and using their credit
cards, among other charges.

JIY P! ITd T (seven years)ﬁwménézﬁ Fifh Igi- IFUA granafi H ugar
g:{:%r%?;gn donors’ identities) ?Rlé 3R 375 Pfec BIS (credit cards) &I 3Tan foan, 3
Y|
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Rain fury causes massive damage in Kerala’s Idukki

YA & SgFD! A TR & He d HRI daaTel

Mamata urges PM to withdraw appointment of interlocutor on issues
relating to Gurkhas
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A festival woven in flowers

el § g1 U AIeR

Study recreates mean sea level over 4.5M years

e 7 4.5 faferaer aut o oitwa ws W &t g:fafa fea

Natural splendour: A view of Darjeeling from the Heritage toy train; (right) the Konyak tribespeople
performing at the Hornbill festival in Kohima. FILE PHOTO

A view of Darjeeling from the Heritage toy train; (right) the Konyak tribespeople
performing at the Hornbill festival in Kohima. FILE
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Rain fury causes massive
damage in Kerala’s Idukki

Water level in Mullaperiyar dam rises overnight, prompting TN. to open all 13 shutters; flash floods

and landslips were reported at many places; rescue operations save people trapped inside houses

IDUKKI

he high-range vil-
T lages of the hill dis-

trict of Kerala’s
Idukki witnessed extreme-
ly heavy rainfall on Friday
night and Saturday morn-
ing, causing widespread
damage. The water level
rose by nearly 6 ft in the
Mullaperiyar dam,
prompting Tamil Nadu to
open all 13 shutters.

The rain that began on
Friday night caused flash
floods, landslips, and mud-
slides in Kumily, Chakku-
pallam, Vandanmedu, Ka-
runapuram, and
Nedumkandam pan-
chayats, as well as the Kat-
tappana municipality.

Heavy rain flooded ma-
ny shops and houses in the
district, including at Cum-
bummettu, Balagram,
Thookkupalam, Kumily,
Balanpillai City, and Koot-
tar. A reported landslip at
Puttady, near Puliyanmala,
disrupted traffic on the Ku-
mily-Munnar route. Wides-
pread damage was report-
ed from Kunthalampara,
near Kattappana, following
a landslip.

On Friday night, the
Kottarakkara-Dindigul Na-
tional Highway was inun-
dated at Kumily. A four-
member family trapped in
a waterlogged house at Ku-
mily was rescued after sig-

Rain havoc: A vehicle being washed away after water level rose in the Koottar river. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nificant efforts. At Mundi-
yeruma in Nedumkandam,
local people rescued
another family trapped ina
waterlogged house.

Five vehicles, including
a parked one, were washed
away at Koottar, near Ne-
dumkandam, after the wa-
ter level rose in the Koottar
river. A bridge was also
damaged in the area.

Brimming water level

The water level in the Mul-
laperiyar dam, which
stood at 132.9 ft at 11 p.m.
on Friday, rose to 136 ft by
3 a.m. on Saturday. It furth-
er increased to 137.7 ft at 7
a.m. Tamil Nadu opened
all 13 spillway shutters of
the dam, releasing 7,305
cusecs into the Periyar riv-

er. The water level in the
dam was 138.9 ft at 5 p.m.
The water level in the
Idukki reservoir on Satur-
day morning stood at
2,381.82 ft. The upper rule
level is 2,398.96 ft. The
shutters for the Kallar,
Pambla, and Kallarkutty
dams were also opened.
According to the district
administration, Udumban-
chola taluk received rain-
fall of 82.8 mm, Peeru-
made taluk 28 mm,
Devikulam taluk 35.4 mm,
Idukki taluk 38.8 mm, and
Thodupuzha taluk 85.4
mm in the past 24 hours.

High range areas hit

The high-range areas of
Pathanamthitta, Ernaku-
lam, and Kozhikode dis-

tricts also witnessed heavy
rainfall, resulting in flood-
ing at many places. As a
precautionary measure,
the shutters of the Kallar-
kutty dam were raised, re-
leasing around 500 cusecs.
In addition, four shutters
of the Kallar dam were
raised by 60 cm, releasing
1,063 cusecs.

Authorities have alerted
people living along the
banks of the Kallar and
Chinnar rivers about rising
water levels.

Four shutters of the Ma-
lankara diversion dam also
remained open. The inflow
to the dam depends on the
water released after power
generation at the Kerala
State Electricity Board’s
Moolamattom plant.
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Rain fury causes massive damage in Kerala’s Idukki

A P 3gIP! | TN &b P I YR darg)

The high-range villages of the hill district of Kerala’s Idukki witnessed extremely heavy
rainfall on Friday night and Saturday morning, causing widespread damage.

A P 3ZID! o7 & TS aTdl TTal A EFATR I 3R TR Jag &1 U auf g3, o
AU JHAT G|

The water level rose by nearly 6 ft in the Mullaperiyar dam, prompting Tamil Nadu to open
all 13 shutters.

ATNAR FiY T oI TR T 6 Wi 9¢ T, o aftrerrg 2 |3t 13 e 9id ful
The rain that began on Friday night caused flash floods, landslips, and mudslides in
Kumily, Chakkupallam, Vandanmedu, Karunapuram, and Nedumkandam panchayats,
as well as the Kattappana mun|C|paI|ty

YEFAR A Y F g3 SR A e, Tapucad, dgang, ETRE 3R AgHBSH Uaral
T PEWHAT TRUTAST I TS d1¢, YA R PIs & YD B g4 dal Hi|

Heavy rain flooded many shops and houses in the district, including at Cumbummettu,
Balagram, Thookkupalam, Kumily, Balanpillai Clty, and Koottar.

Wmﬁwﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁwﬂ‘raﬁ?waﬁgﬁrﬁm  prgWce, IIATI, YFHUTad,
Fiel, arefies Rt ok perR WP |1
A reported landslide at Puttady, near Puliyanmala, disrupted traffic on the Kumily-Munnar
route.
R™AHAT & U YEIst § YRaed & Ja-1 9 HIer-TaR Anf IR ardarrd aifed gof|
Widespread damage was reported from Kunthalampara, near Kattappana, following a
landslip.
HEUAT & YN HUTAHIRT F I & 1 TP JHA St T [Hc |
On Friday night, the Kottarakkara- Dlndlgul National Highway was inundated at Kumily.
YEPAR 4, PrAeH A PIEREPRI-FERET Iga Iemnt sraw g1 |
A four-member family trapped in a waterlogged house at Kumily was rescued after
significant efforts.
T Iy R § %Y IR HeRiia uRaR &) w3t A=resd & 91¢ 99147 T4

At Mundiyeruma in Nedumkandam, local people rescued another family trapped in a
waterlogged house. ]

pSH o GfSTHHT T RIFI @R 2 Sady TR | B gk URaR &1 S9mT|
Five vehicles, including a parked one, were washed away at Koottar, near
Nedumkandam, after the water level rose in the Koottar river. .
AgHHEH & U PER H PER ¢! & ofd WX 96 4 TP Wal Sl Afgd Urd arg+ 98 Y|
A bridge was also damaged in the area.

& § Ueb gt Y &ifarered g

Brimming water level
YAl 3T o iR

The water level in the Mullaperiyar dam, which stood at 132.9 ft at 11 p.m. on Friday, rose
to 136 ft by 3 a.m. on Saturday.
: iy T IEFAR 7T 11 Fof Fd W 132.9 Wi AT, S AER I8 3 T 136 Bic
d Ugd T
It further increased to 137.7 ft at 7 a.m.
Ig A 7 99t 137.7 Wie dF 3R ¢ T
Tamil Nadu opened all 13 spillway shutters of the dam, releasing 7,305 cusecs into the
Periyar river.
aftremTg A sty & |t 13 fRIad q1ex WiaaR 7,305 TS U IRER 76 d Bie
The water level in the dam was 138.9 ft at 5 p.m.
MY 5 ot iy § ol R 138.9 WIE &l (b1 17|
The water level in the Idukki reservoir on Saturday morning stood at 2,381.82 ft.
AR ag 35FD! AR § e &R 2,381.82 WiE AT
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e The upper rule level is 2,398.96 ft.
SUS W1 TR 2,398.96 BT B

e The shutters for the Kallar, Pambla, and Kallarkutty dams were also opened.
PR, IRl m@ gishi & grex W @ T

e According to the district administration, Udumbanchola taluk received 82.8 mm,
Peerumade taluk 28 mm, Devikulam taluk 35.4 mm, Idukki taluk 38.8 mm, and
Thodupuzha taluk 85.4 mm rainfall in the past 24 hours.

forem y=ImE & SAUR, USd 24 Gel T Igra-rdiar arge | 82.8 fdt, divars o 28 fndt,
Sfapan o 35.4 findt, gt o 38.8 o, eﬁmﬂmﬁsufﬁﬁaﬁg@

o High range areas hit
STS ardt &7 guifaa

e The high-range areas of Pathanamthitta, Ernakulam, and Kozhikode districts also
witnessed heavy rainfall, resulting in flooding at many places.
qyAfYET, TAfpan iR Hifgrars frel & FHars ara &= 7 +ff urh quf g3, o o2
R R 91 35|

e As a precautionary measure, the shutters of the Kallarkutty dam were raised, releasing
around 500 cusecs.
UL & TR IR, FeeRPS! 91Y & e IS T, " AT 500 FHS T SIST T

e |n addition, four shutters of the Kallar dam were raised by 60 cm, releasmg 1 063 cusecs.
THF ST, BEAR SiY F TR e 60 J ST MY, ﬁﬂ@rmmm B T

o Authorities have alerted people living along the banks of the Kallar and Chinnar rlvers
about rising water levels.

Z%Wﬁwﬁmwm%mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmw%aﬁﬁm
I
e Four shutters of the Malankara diversion dam also remained open.

ATAHRT SAFS qiY & °R X it Gt 33|

e The inflow to the dam depends on the water released after power generation at the
Kerala State Electricity Board’s Moolamattom plant.

iy § YT 1 YaT8 I e garaeiic! ais & Jaugd §u7 § faeielt Sdrgd & a1¢ ol
T Ut R Rk FRar g1
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Shiv Sahav Singh
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Satur-
day wrote to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi express-
ing “surprise and shock” at
the Centre’s unilateral ap-
pointment of an interlocu-
tor for the “issues relating
to Gurkhas in the Darjeel-
ing hills, Terai and Dooars
regions of West Bengal”.

The Union Home Minis-
try on Thursday appointed
retired IPS officer Pankaj
Kumar Singh as the inter-
locutor to hold talks with
representatives of political
parties in the Darjeeling
hills to address their politi-
cal demands.

The appointment of Mr.
Singh, a former chief of the
Border Security Force
(BSF) who also served as
Deputy National Security
Adviser, was welcomed by

Mamata Banerjee

the political parties such as
the Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha (GJM), Gorkha National
Liberation Front and the
BJP. But Ms. Banerjee said
the appointment was
made without any consul-
tations with the State go-
vernment. Ms. Banerjee al-
so said the appointment
was against the spirit of
cooperative federalism.
“This appointment has
been made without any
consultation with the Go-

Mamata urges PM to withdraw
appointment of interlocutor

on issues relating to Gurkhas
GS I: Geography |

vernment of West Bengal,
even though the issues un-
der reference directly re-
late to the governance,
peace, and administrative
stability of the area under
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration (GTA), an au-
tonomous body under Go-
vernment of West Bengal,”
she said.

In the letter, the Chief
Minister recalled how the
GTA was constituted fol-
lowing a Tripartite Agree-
ment signed on July 18,
2011 in Darjeeling among
the Government of India,
the Government of West
Bengal and the GJM, “in
the presence of the then
Hon’ble Union Home Mi-
nister and the Chief Minis-
ter of West Bengal”.

She said that “any un-
ilateral action in this sensi-
tive matter will not be in in-
terest of peace, and
harmony in the region”.

Mamata urges PM to withdraw appointment of interlocutor on issues relating

to Gurkhas

HHAT A YU & TRET gE| R TR & Fgfaa arw a1 &1 omrg fean

o West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Saturday wrote to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi expressing “surprise and shock” at the Centre’s unilateral appointment of

an interlocutor for the “issues relating to Gurkhas in the Darjeeling hills, Terai and
Dooars regions of West Bengal’.

uf3r Sre t g
TWER GRTITRAET A Hafrd gel IR THavdr
Teur ad fhar| g8 afaa arfoffi fee, avrs ok gamet e @ Jafa ]

HAAT §76i1 3 AR &) gur=EEt e 96 & U forge? &g
T} w7 Prfe
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The Union Home Ministry on Thursday appointed retired IPS officer Pankaj Kumar Singh
as the interlocutor to hold talks with representatives of political parties in the Darjeeling
hills to address their political demands.
T8 HATAY A AR P! AQT-g ATSHTH ARIBR el FAR Rig o ey Fgad e
g@éaﬁfﬁmﬁwﬁﬂﬁmaﬁﬂwﬁrﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁwﬁmﬁmmm

I
The appointment of Mr. Singh, a former chief of the Border Security Force (BSF) who also
served as Deputy National Security Adviser, was welcomed by political parties such as
the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM), Gorkha National Liberation Front, and the BJP.
Teel HAIR g, o W1 ARAT a1 (BSF) B T4 T 3R ST 1T AR TATTPR i 5
I 7, B fArgfaa &1 @R g TRaT S=gfad it (Sieies), TRAET A3 e  we 3R
YTSTYT S I gal + foar|
But Ms. Banerjee said the appointment was made without any consultations with the
State government.

yﬁmmﬁm%%mwwﬁwﬁmaﬂm%?Mﬁ

I

Ms. Banerjee also said the appointment was against the spirit of cooperative federalism.
o el 3 78 1 1 5 8 Frafe Tl WA A M & e

“This appointment has been made without any consultation with the Government of West
Bengal, even though the issues under reference directly relate to the governance, peace,
and administrative stability of the area under Gorkhaland Territorial Administration
(GTA), an autonomous body under Government of West Bengal,” she said.

3 e, g Frafaa ufim e wRer A I ot el & 91 715 8, Sefes Heid g8
H IR W gAY, Fifa 3R w=mEE fRRE 3 98 § of Mards eReRaa tsfafresE
(EHAT) — St uf3 I WReR F e v W e g — & siarid siars 1

In the letter, the Chief Minister recalled how the GTA was constituted following a Tripartite
Agreement signed on July 18, 2011, in Darjeeling among the Government of India, the
Government of West Bengal, and the GJM, “in the presence of the then Hon’ble Union
Home Minister and the Chief Minister of West Bengal’.

3R o § gl A a1g faamn f& Shdte &1 78+ 18 ars 2011 &I gifeifen & gu Augha
TSN & dTe g3 YT, S YIRd IRBR, UMW §7d IRBR 3R SWH & s 39 T0d &
Feita e vt 3R ufyw e & gErHEl Bt Sufkufy 7 gar |

She said that “any unilateral action in this sensitive matter will not be in the interest of
peace and harmony in the region.”

S BEl & 3 HagTiel AT A b o qepavweT prarg 9 & A wify ok dierd &
IHIH Ugaml”
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A festival woven
in flowers

At the start of winter, the women of Telangana celebrate Bathukamma, paying floral

tributes to Mother Nature; the festival fills the season with colour, song, and devotion

s the winter approaches, the women of
Telangana pay floral tributes to Mother
Nature in a unique way.

Bathukamma is a celebration of the
intrinsic bond between earth, water, and
humankind. Observed according to the
Satavahana calendar, the nine-day festival begins
on Bhadrapada Purnima (also known as Mahalaya

or Pitru A and concludes on
Durgashtami, typically falling in September or
October.

Each day of Bathukamma carries a distinct
name and significance — marking stages of
devotion, harvest, and togetherness.

More than a festival, Bathukamma stands as a
vibrant emblem of Telangana’s cultural identity
and feminine spirit. Women from all walks of life
come together to handcraft stunning ﬂcml stacks
— intricate ar symbolising
and reverence for nature. The air fills with music,

rhythmic clapping, and traditional songs,
creating a mosaic of joy, unity, and spiritual
energy. This year, Telangana witnessed a
record-breaking celebration: a 63-foot-tall
Bathukamma, crafted with 13 tonnes of flowers,
entered the Guinness World Records, becoming a
proud symbol of the State’s collective devotion
and creativity. Women, transcending boundaries
of caste, creed, religion, or nationality, gathered
in large numbers to mark the occasion with
unmatched zeal and enthusiasm.

For farmers, the season brought brisk activity
as they supplied vast quantities of marigold, a key
flower in Bathukamma arrangements. Yet, with
demand soaring beyond supply, artificial flowers
also made an appearance.

Bathukamma thus continues to bloom, a living
expression of Telangana’s reverence for nature,
its spirit of community, and its celebration of
womanhood.

A festival woven in flowers
Tdl § g1 TP AIeR

As the winter approaches, the women of Telangana pay floral tributes to Mother Nature in a

unique way.

R

S —

A

On the move: A woman transports her intricately arranged Bathukamma in a car through the streets of Kukatpally.

SRl €1 At i offelt 8, AeRIAT &1 AfRTY Ueh g e O Al Wephel 1 ol A srioifey

3iftfq ol B
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Bathukamma is a celebration of the intrinsic bond between earth, water, and humankind.
TYSHHT G2dt, el 3R ATl & g & 3MaRD §- &1 34 5|
Observed according to the Satavahana calendar, the nine-day festival begins on

Bhadrapada Purnima (also known as Mahalaya Amavasya or Pitru Amavasya) and
concludes on Durgashtami, typically falling in September or October.

HIAATET FAST & TR TR F1 ara I i-feawiia disR urgue gfofar (B werer
JraTan A1 U e 2ft FH7T 1A §) U = B gIBHI BT TAG Bidl 8, O AR |R
fydeR a1 Sragar § UsaT gl

Each day of Bathukamma carries a distinct name and significance — marking stages of
devotion, harvest, and togetherness.

TYSHHT & TP o BT TH AT A 3R AT BIdT & — ol Hitd, T Pers 3R THdT &
IROT DI R & |

More than a festival, Bathukamma stands as a vibrant emblem of Telangana’s cultural
identity and feminine spirit.

T TER T gD, TYHT AT B Pl Ugdr SR A1 UG F1 Siidd Ui 7 |
Women from all walks of life come together to handcraft stunning floral stacks — intricate
arrangements symbolising gratitude and reverence for nature.

g & gR & T ARRAN T g YR Tl Bt weirae grif I dOR &l § — S Uopfa &
wfa Fagar SR 451 &1 Ul g g

The air fills with music, rhythmic clapping, and traditional songs, creating a mosaic of joy,
unity, and spiritual energy.

AR Hiftd, dreds arelt 3R URufY® Ml ¥ W= ST €, S @R, THan SR sneanfae
ol & TP YR ! S B |

This year, Telangana witnessed a record-breaking celebration: a 63-foot-tall Bathukamma,
crafted with 13 tonnes of flowers, entered the Guinness World Records, becoming a proud
symbol of the State’s collective devotion and creativity.

T a9, AT A U RP1S s I TWT: 63 WIE il SYHHT, S 13 1 Fal I §15 T8
R, 7 e 9 Rrapida & og a1, 3R Io0 &1 At e yie 3R gor-=itaarn &1 idd
PrRiCACERIEY

Women, transcending boundaries of caste, creed, religion, or nationality, gathered in large
numbers to mark the occasion with unmatched zeal and enthusiasm.

Higensdt = sfd, vy, of a1 I 31 el ¥ SW I3, TH SHawR B Aifgdra e iR
ITE & 1Y FH & g It Te § uhd g3 |

For farmers, the season brought brisk activity as they supplied vast quantities of marigold, a
key flower in Bathukamma arrangements.

Pl & foe, g A SRadl AR ST Fife ITI TYHHT JoiTde & T Gd e P
S O § 37gfd Bt

Yet, with demand soaring beyond supply, artificial flowers also made an appearance.

R oft, STa v 3myfef © siftres g1 71, < HFAW wal &1 off IuaT far

Bathukamma thus continues to bloom, a living expression of Telangana’s reverence for
nature, its spirit of community, and its celebration of womanhood.

T ISR, TYHHT FRR e |t § — vpfa & ufar A= &t g1, Ireie yra=n
3R Tid & ITT $! ofidd sifiafad & 0 F|
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] ' ~ " Study recreates mean sea level over

Study recreates mean sea 4.5M years -
Y g = 4.5 Ffera auf # s 9ux

level over 4.5M years % B A R
Researchers have reconstru.cr:ed the glﬂh‘?l mean ,  Researchers have reconstructed the global
sea level over the last 4.5 million years using mean sea level over the last 4.5 million years
oxygen isotope data from marine sedjments using oxygen isotope data from marine
They reported that the levels e sediments.
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familiar 100,000-year ice age. M= as@, (4.5 million years) A afye oiiTa #Ys wR
not from changes in the eartle e —— . = (global mean sea level) G2l Qﬁﬁfﬁfﬁ gl
internal climate feedbacks. e They reported that the levels 4.5-3 million

years ago were around 20 m higher than today.

I5i TR % 4.5-3 Ffera o ugd (4.5-3 million years ago) W% ¥R 31 &1 ga- &
TITHIT 20 Hiex 34 (20 m higher than today) 4TI

e Some 3-2.5 million years ago they dropped as the ice ages intensified.
$S 3-2.5 fufera af ugat (3-2.5 million years ago) I8 R U o1& {89 T (ice ages) d1a &
|

e The study concluded that the familiar 100,000-year ice age cycles developed not from
changes in the earth’s orbit but from internal climate feedbacks.

3ieqg | fserd femTan T fas aRkfard 100,000 it f@w gt =1k (100,000-year ice age
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Make a deal,” Trump tells Zelenskyy as plea for Tomahawk misses mark
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Women form 49% of total hospital
admissions with Ayushman Bharat

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Women account for 49% of
total hospital admissions
under the government’s
flagship health insurance
scheme, the Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY),
according to the annual re-
port for 2024-25 of the Na-
tional Health Authority.
This signals improved ac-
cess to institutional health-
care for women, the report
said.

Haemodialysis was the
most availed treatment
(14%), followed by multiple
packages (7%); treatment
for acute febrile illness
(4%); acute gastroenteritis,
and cataract and related
procedures (3%).

The AB-PMJAY,
launched in 2018, is among
the largest health insu-
rance schemes in the

Promoting inclusivity: In 2023, the scheme included 37 lakh
families of frontline workers. FILE PHOTO

world, aiming to provide a
health cover of %5 lakh for
a family every year. Re-
cently, Odisha and Delhi
were onboarded for the
scheme’s implementation.

Except West Bengal, 35
States and Union Territo-
ries are now under the AB-
PMJAY umbrella.

As of March 31, the AB-
PMJAY covers 15.14 crore
eligible families, with an

additional 8.57 crore fami-
lies under State-specific
schemes, the report
added.

“So far, over 9.19 crore
hospital admissions have
been facilitated under AB-
PMJAY, with treatment
worth ¥1,29,386 crore com-
pleted and 31,005 hospi-
tals empanelled, ensuring
nationwide accessibility —
55% public, and 45% priv-

ate,” the report said.

It added that under the
nationwide  Ayushman
card saturation drives, ov-
er 40.45 crore cards had
been issued, covering
14.69 crore families.

The Aapke Dwar Ayush-
man (ADA 3.0) initiative
achieved outreach through
technology-led, communi-
ty-based, self-registration
campaigns, empowering
citizens at the grassroots.

To further facilitate in-
clusivity, the 2023 interim
Budget announced the in-
clusion of 37 lakh families
of frontline workers, in-
cluding Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHAS),
Anganwadi workers, and
Anganwadi helpers, into
the AB-PMJAY.

In October 2024, the
scheme included all citi-
zens aged 70 and above, ir-
respective of income or so-
cio-economic status.

Women form 49% of total hospital admissions with Ayushman Bharat

ST YR & d8d $d AT H Uil BT 49% ATET §

¢ Women account for 49% of total hospital admissions under the government’s flagship health
insurance scheme, the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY), according to the annual report for 2024-25 of the National Health Authority.

WHR DI TG WY ST JIo1 RISHTT YRA-HUTTHAT 9 R I (AB-PMJAY) &
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e 3RYATA Hll H 49% AR e 8, I8 BRI AP TR UTRIPBRUT BT 2024-25
| aﬁ$ e A g 7
This signals improved access to institutional healthcare for women, the report said.
e o oe1 T fos T Afgarsht & e TR e Jarstt d% dgar Ugd &1 a5 |
Haemodialysis was the most availed treatment (14%), followed by multiple packages (7%);
treatment for acute febrile iliness (4%); acute gastroenteritis, and cataract and related
procedures (3%).

(14%) F&9 31T off T arelt e R, s9& a1¢ AR Iud G (7%), 9

TER Bt TR (4%), Tt ToE=ny 3R Mfearfe vd Jafta ufsrang (3%) &
The AB-PMJAY, launched in 2018, is among the largest health insurance schemes in the
world, aiming to provide a health cover of ¥5 lakh per family per year. Recently, Odisha
and Delhi were onboarded for the scheme’s implementation.

AB-PMJAY, S 2018 T Y[ faar 71 T, g &1 e 981 W 14T dierre # & v
7, oraeT Ie=u ufa ufkar ufa avf 25 |RE &1 WA &R UeH &A1 3| 81d &1 7 nfe=m iR

feweh & off g & Sraaae | i e T B

Except West Bengal, 35 States and Union Territories are now under the AB-PMJAY
umbrella.

Uf3 TTe B! BISHR, 31d 35 I 3R g ARG U= AB-PMIAY & qRIR & B
As of March 31, the AB-PMJAY covers 15.14 crore eligible families, with an additional 8.57
crore families under State-specific schemes, the report added.

31 HTd b, AB-PMJAY & T8 15.14 B U URAR AW €, STafd Isy-fafRry arermait
& dgd HfaRad 8.57 Fs TRAR f 9ie MU &, Ui & g1 T

“So far, over 9.19 crore hospital admissions have been facilitated under AB-PMJAY , with
treatment worth ¥1,29,386 crore completed and 31,005 hospitals empanelled, ensuring
nationwide accessibility — 55% public, and 45% private,” the report said.

3§ 9% AB-PMJAY & dgd 9.19 IS | 34t sreaarar Helf avig 18 §, 5w 21,29,386
BRIS BT AT T g3M 8 3R 31,005 SEaTe] B Geds a1 1 § — R 55% IRBTY
3R 45% fAeht € Rad & wgr |

It added that under the nationwide Ayushman card saturation drives, over 40.45 crore
cards had been issued, covering 14.69 crore families.

o & g5 ot Sirer a1 for Rraardt SIReHAT BTS At ST & d8d 40.45 HIS |
3P HTE IR} fHT TN §, S 14.69 BRIS URAR) &I HR Fd 3|

The Aapke Dwar Ayushman (ADA 3.0) initiative achieved outreach through technology-
led, community-based, self-registration campaigns, empowering citizens at the
grassroots.

3T R SATIEAT (ADA 3.0) UEd 7 ap-op-3muTie, Argeifds 3k Wa-usfiewur
AR & A1 @ ANl 9 Ugd a1s, O AR ! 3t THi=t TR U a=re faan T

To further facilitate inclusivity, the 2023 interim Budget announced the inclusion of 37 lakh
families of frontline workers, including Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHASs),
Anganwadi workers, and Anganwadi helpers, into the AB-PMJAY.

3R TaTaT 23 1Y, 2023 F AR FoIe T hearsT add ¥ 37 @G
URaRI & AB-PMJDY & XM 37 31 Giwon &1 72, R o= srfaal, Sirarst
Prfwdl iR IS TSP M & |

In October 2024, the scheme included all citizens aged 70 and above, irrespective of
income or socio-economic status.

SFEET 2024 H, 3 Ao H 70 9 91 I 31 g &b |t ARTR®Y 1 =it fasa T,
TTe D! T a1 FraTors-ie fRufa oo i gl
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How are India-Taliban relations changing?

Is India’s Afghanistan policy changing? What did the Muttaqi visit achieve? With India deciding to

reopen its embassy in Kabul, is it inching closer to recognising a Taliban-led government? Did the

restrictions imposed on women by the Taliban come up during talks?

Despite the situation, Mr. Jaishankar’s opening
remarks and the joint statement contained no
mention of the restrictions on women, another
indicator that New Delhi has decided that the
Taliban is here to stay for the foreseeable future.

Suhasini Haidar The Afghan | the visitor was accorded security and hospitality | Is India preparing to recognise the Taliban?
side joined any other foreign minister would receive. The rapid growth of Delhi’s ties with the Taliban,
The story so far: India in and the setting up of an embassy in Kabul, have
he Indian government framed the condemn- What transpired during the talks? raised speculation that India could, like Russia,
visit by Acting Foreign Minister of . During the talks, Mr. Jaishankar announced break with the UN and western countries to give
Afghanistan, Amir Khan Muttagi, and ng i India’s plans to upgrade its technical mission in recognition to the Taliban government. This may
the warm welcome it extended to the | LeTTorism Kabul to an embassy, and is expected to appoint | seem unlikely soon, but much will depend on
Taliban leader, as an outreach to the “people of in the diplomats to be posted there shortly. He also the next steps New Delhi takes, and the seniority
Afghanistan”. The visit coincided with violent region handed over the keys to 20 ambulances being level at which it establishes the embassy. Mr.

clashes on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

How has India grown links with the Taliban?
After years of being seen as “too slow” to engage
with the Taliban, the government has gone to
considerable lengths in recent months to build
ties with the group that controls Afghanistan. In
January this year, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri made the first such contact, meeting Mr.
Muttagi in Dubai, and discussed increasing trade
between both countries. On May 16, just days
after the India-Pakistan conflict ended in a
ceasefire, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
spoke to Mr. Muttagi over the telephone,
thanking Afghanistan for its support and
condolences over the Pahalgam terror attack. In
August, India approached the UN Security
Council to request permission from its Sanctions
Committee for a visit by the Taliban FM to India.
Mr. Muttaqi is on the UNSC’s consolidated
sanctions list since January 2001, and requires a
waiver to travel internationally. The request was
denied, but when the request was repeated a
month later, it came through, allowing the visit
from October 9 to 16. India doesn’t recognise the
“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan”, as the Taliban
that took control of Kabul in 2021 renamed it.
Even so, Mr. Jaishankar met Mr. Muttaqi with full
protocol and held delegation-level meetings with
him at the official venue, Hyderabad House, and

Changing ties: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and his Afghan
counterpart Amir Muttaqi during a meeting in New Delhi on October 10. AFP

donated to Afghanistan, and promised health
infrastructure projects, water projects and
humanitarian aid. For its part, the Afghan side
joined India in condemning terrorism in the
region and committed that it would not allow
Afghan soil to be used by groups inimical to
India. In 2022, UN reports said
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba
maintained camps in Eastern Afghan provinces.

Why has cooperation been enhanced?

Mr. Muttagi’s visit began just as clashes broke
out between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakistan
launched airstrikes on Kabul in retaliation for
terror attacks by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) that Pakistan claims is sheltered by the
Taliban. The timing suggests India is getting
closer to its “enemy’s enemy” in an effort to
upset Pakistan with a pincer movement months
after Operation Sindoor, but there are many
other reasons for such an outreach. The first is
to neutralise any threat from the Taliban in an
increasingly volatile neighbourhood, with
governments losing power to protesters; India
losing stable partners in South Asia; and China
making inroads. Another reason is to build
connectivity for trade as land routes are closed.
Pakistan refuses to allow transit trade, and the
U.S. has now re-imposed sanctions for projects
at Iran’s Chabahar port, which was being
developed by India as an alternate route. In the
broader Eurasian region, Russia has officially
recognised the Taliban government, the first
country to do so, and others like China,
Pakistan, Iran, Gulf and the Central Asian states,
that have already allowed Taliban embassies,
could follow. India cannot afford to be cut out.
India has also maintained that working with the
regime in power is the only way for it to
continue its humanitarian aid to Afghan men
and women, and to secure more than $3 billion
in investments that it made between 2001-2021,
when the Taliban was out of power. Four years
since it took over, the Taliban regime appears
stable, with little political or insurgent
opposition to its control of the country, and has
been able to impose a very strict form of the
Islamic Sharia law, that prohibits women from
education, work, forces them into burkhas, and
bans them from public parks and buildings.

How are India-Taliban relations changing?

YRA-AIfIE Ha $Y gead 2 272

Muttaqi said once Indian diplomats are sent to
Kabul, he expects India to receive
Taliban-appointed diplomats in Delhi. This will
be significant, as thus far the Afghanistan
embassy in Delhi has remained loyal to the
previous democratically-elected Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan government. As a result,
they resisted Mr. Muttaqi’s visit to the embassy,
and at the two press conferences he held there,
tried unsuccessfully, to stop the Taliban
delegation from placing the black and white
flags of the Emirate there. The black, green and
red tricolour of the Republic is still hoisted at the
front of the embassy for now, but India’s
decision to upgrade missions has cast a cloud
over its future and that of the staff members
there, who now fear for their lives. The Ministry
of External Affairs did not protest when Mr.
Muttaqi held a press conference on October 10,
inviting nearly 20 journalists, all male, to the
embassy. However, after public outrage, the
Taliban delegation held a second press
conference, inviting all journalists without
restrictions. There, they faced hard questions on
the condition of women, although Mr. Muttagi
maintained that women were “free” and girls
were receiving an education in religious
madrassas, statements which are clearly untrue.

Can a Taliban led-Afghanistan go from being
India’s enemy’s enemy and become a friend?
India has much to gain from a friendly
government in Kabul, with influence based on
its historic friendship with the Afghan people
during the 2001-2021 period. India was
Afghanistan’s first strategic partner; built an air
corridor to increase bilateral trade; and worked
on a number of development and infrastructure
projects there. While the Taliban’s current
conflict with Pakistan will only enhance New
Delhi’s role, it must be remembered that the
Taliban in power now have had very close ties
with Pakistan’s military in the past. In addition,
the Taliban leadership in Kabul and Kandahar
have differences, and as Afghanistan’s economy
continues to suffer, they may face challenges to
the regime’s control. For India, building a
tactical relationship with Kabul is vital, but a
friendship based on shared values and common
worldviews seem impossible at present.

e The Indian government framed the visit by Acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan, Amir
Khan Muttaqi, and the warm welcome extended to the Taliban leader, as an outreach to the
“people of Afghanistan”.

YR TRPR A SBMRa & wrfares fadzr weft snfir @ gare &) am ok
%ﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬁﬁqwnﬁsﬁ W TN D “IBIAEA P AR b g & FY | U
|

e The visit coincided with violent clashes on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

g AT GBI -UT b AT IR gT fEaes ssul & I g5

How has India grown links with the Taliban?

YR 3 diferar= & HaY $49 92 22
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After years of being seen as “too slow” to engage with the Taliban, the government
has gone to considerable lengths in recent months to build ties with the group that controls
Afghanistan.

H3 au I “ggd TH T 9 & 18, WHR A 81 & HeH! A B W gz e
TS 39 YU & I Y T & fg 1wt warw fhu g

In January this year, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri made the first such contact, meeting
Mr. Muttaqi in Dubai, and discussed increasing trade between both countries.

39 a9 oHad #, fadzr afa fasmw ol A gas o garst @ qareid &F ok aF1 3 & &
TR T IR 74! B

On May 16, just days after the India-Pakistan conflict ended in a ceasefire, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar spoke to Mr. Muttaqgi over the telephone, thanking Afghanistan for its
support and condolences over the Pahalgam terror attack.

16 WS &1, HRA-UIpwI JudfeRT & $o forl ag, fadzr w=ft v, sramiey 3 gamet §
uﬁﬂ;waﬁraﬁsﬁiwmmﬁw B & JHUT 3R T & g e=marg
|

In August, India approached the UN Security Council to request permission from its
Sanctions Commiittee for a visit by the Taliban FM to India.

ST T, Wﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂW(UNSC)ﬁuﬁﬁuﬂﬁlﬁﬁmﬁaﬂﬁaﬁ
YR I & fore srgafa @i

Mr. Muttaqi is on the UNSC’s consolidated sanctions list since January 2001, and requires
a waiver to travel internationally.

SR 2001 ¥ UNSC Ft e Ufaay Gt 7 8 SR I SIaR_Tsiy aman &t Srgafa
¥ fore ge &t sraxgdar gl 8|

The request was denied, but when the request was repeated a month later, it came through,
allowing the visit from October 9 to 16.

Ugdl SR 8 SRIY SRAIBR Hx a1 T T, Wfds Ueh Hg A a1G GIgRIu ofF IR S 9 | 16
AR P B I I AR G TR |

India doesn’t recognise the “Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan”, as the Taliban that took
control of Kabul in 2021 renamed it.

YR “SATS SHRTA TP BT B AT o] odl, oI & 2021 H HIga IR
=01 3 o TG dlferar = A @1 ATl

Even so, Mr. Jaishankar met Mr. Muttaqi with full protocol and held delegation-level
meetings with him at Hyderabad House, and the visitor was accorded security and
hospitality any other foreign minister would receive.

52 oft, off SraRi= 7 oft gamaht @ SerraTe e189 H uf meleia & iy ufafftrsd @R &
¥3d DI 3R I bt 3 fad=r vt & TuT= R 3R nferea yarH fasan |

What transpired during the talks?
ardi & SRIA FT 312

During the talks, Mr. Jaishankar announced India’s plans to upgrade its technical mission
in Kabul to an embassy, and is expected to appoint diplomats to be posted there shortly.
araf & g, ft Ta=iER A FIgA H YR & db-ta! R &) garard # Sraits $31 ot
IS BT IIT0T B 3R Teg a1 dg1 ASTIID! Bt Ao & FHIGT TS |

He also handed over the keys to 20 ambulances being donated to Afghanistan, and
promised health infrastructure projects, water projects and humanitarian aid.

B MBI B G Bt o1 @1 20 TG B anfeai Aidt 3R T, e gRkaisrrsi
g HFATT JeTadT &1 YR fear|

For its part, the Afghan side joined India in condemning terrorism in the region and
committed that it would not allow Afghan soil to be used by groups inimical to India.

TP U 3 YR & I Taas & H SiTdearg 31 gt o1 ¢k ¥ a9 faar i wra-faidt
TUE! DI B Rl DT SUIANT 5] B a1 Q|

In 2022, UN reports said Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba maintained camps in
Eastern Afghan provinces.
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Why has cooperation been enhanced?

HEART i ST T 82

Mr. Muttaqi’s visit began just as clashes broke out between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
B AT I Y YE 8 o UTTBIT SR B & o1 9189 & g3 |

Pakistan launched airstrikes on Kabul in retaliation for terror attacks by the Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) that Pakistan claims is sheltered by the Taliban.

UIFFET 3 BT W TS 8HA (5T, Sl T8I P-T-aIferar Ufpear (TTP) & M| gaal

CASCIER: R ﬁﬂ%aﬁﬁuﬁmﬂwm%%ﬁmmm&mwél

The timing suggests India is getting closer to its “enemy’s enemy” in an effort to upset

Pakistan with a pincer movement months after Operation Sindoor, but there are many

other reasons for such an outreach.

T U8 Hohd odl & b HRd “3U+ XA & GRAT” & HRIg 3T 38T § dlich AT Rigk &
nﬁﬁwmaﬁm%mww BTl SHb g 3T HRU H g

The first is to neutralise any threat from the Taliban in an increasingly volatile

neighbourhood, with governments losing power to protesters; India losing stable partners in

South Asia; and China making inroads.

TEel SRV  id TSR & & AR & Rreht ot TRk B FfSra ov, o IR

eI F STl Wl W1 XE) : 4R fio TR & fRR Wreier} 31 @) 361 3; AR 9

3Tt 95 ST ¥ET B

Another reason is to build connectivity for trade as land routes are closed.

TF 3 HRUI g AR & fore Jud anf 91, Fifs wie anf & 81

Pakistan refuses to allow transit trade, and the U.S. has now re-imposed sanctions for

prOJects at Iran’s Chabahar port, which was being developed by India as an alternate route.
UIRhT 2iftre 3 @1 3 el 3, 3R 3T 3 €319 ¥ IIaER da3e W

aREreHTSHt o fog fhe & widae @vme, S/ YRd Th dofeus ant & w0 § faeia w1 @1

Tl

In the broader Eurasian region, Russia has officially recognised the Taliban government,

the first country to do so, and others like China, Pakistan, Iran, Gulf and Central Asian

states could follow.

faega RS &7 & =1 A MRS T J arferar IR B Ar=aar & § — T9r HA
3T UEdl &% — 3R i, uifrear, R, WgY 3= 3R Hem TS 1y off SHHT SR
IR Fad g |

India cannot afford to be cut out.

YR & T qTER I8+ WHT 181 5|

India has also maintained that working with the regime in power is the only way to continue
its humanitarian aid and protect $3 billion in investments made between 2001-2021.
YRd &1 98 ff 51 ¢ fo a1 | Hio[g M & TTY BTH BT 51 AR Fgraal IR} 7@
3R 2001-2021 & &t fQ 71T 3 3RT STAR & A= B & HT UHHH Wl 5|

Four years since it took over, the Taliban regime appears stable, with little political or
insurgent opposition, and has been able to impose a strict form of Islamic Sharia law that
prohibits women from education and work.

T YT & IR A1 916, aTferar = fRIR Uedid 8id1 &, STgl o a1 fagig! fajiy
UG g, 3R I SXATH IRTAA BT BT FOR U AF) b ¢ it afgenail & Ram i
BT U AP A ¢

Despite the situation, Mr. Jaishankar’s opening remarks and the joint statement contained
no mention of restrictions on women, another indicator that New Delhi has decided the
Taliban is here to stay.

fRUfY & aTace, ft saRieR & RS geaa 3R Tgad Fa= o afgensit w ufaded &1 o
I et o, Gﬁgﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬂﬁmm%ﬁsaﬁaﬁaﬁww@m

Is India preparing to recognlse the Taliban?

T YR AT B TT9aT 39 P I X @122
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The rapid growth of Delhi’s ties with the Taliban, and the setting up of an embassy in
Kabul, have raised speculation that India could, like Russia, give recognition to the Taliban
government.
feeedt & aifera & ggd Haul 3R FIga | garar R &1 9 I8 3ehd als o X6l &
{5 URd, T B R, ARG TRBR Bl AT S JbaT |
This may seem unlikely soon, but much will depend on the next steps New Delhi takes, and
the seniority level at which it establishes the embassy.
I8 Mdhe Uiasy & Tya g1 v, A a8 39 R 1R 0 6 =% feeeft ot o wew
IoTdl 8 3R AN fhd Ug-¥ar & IeHR®! § Taferd grar g |
Mr. Muttaqi said once Indian diplomats are sent to Kabul, he expects India to receive
Taliban-appointed diplomats in Delhi.
ATt = HT [ T URAH ASRID] D! HIgd Holl SIE, df § IHIE Hd 5 b URd
arferaT e IS & fow d WeR S|
This will be significant, as so far the Afghanistan embassy in Delhi has remained loyal to
the previous democratic government.
Ig Heayul G Hifdh 31F dd feeelt § SBIT-RAT BT gaTar Ud Aldbditd IRBIR & Ui
TBIGR &1 5|
They resisted Mr. Muttaqi’s visit to the embassy, and at the two press conferences, they
tried to stop the Taliban delegation from placing the black and white flags of the Emirate,
though unsuccessfully.

DI gararT AT H faRly faam iR & O wi=bal 8 arfoee wfafmed &
SRTA & BTA-TWG FS T U AD B BRI DY, Al 3B g |
The black, green and red tricolour of the Republic is still hoisted at the embassy, but India’s
decision to upgrade missions has cast a cloud over its future and the staff members’
safety.
TURTSY T HTET, g MR AT fawm anft +f garary tR wheRman o 3T 7, e URa & fimme
IS A B Frvky 3 39 yfsr 3R HHaial St GRa&m W Jad TS R U |
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) did not protest when Mr. Muttagi held a press
conference on October 10, inviting nearly 20 male journalists to the embassy.

fad=T waTe (MEA) 7 10 3fagaR & GATa! §RT 20 TV UABRI & SHET I U HI3hd
TR R DTS MU ol oI |
However, after public outrage, the Taliban delegation held a second press conference,
inviting all journalists without restrictions.

& d1c, arferar ufafftrisa 3 gadt 99 Sihy 3t Sraw it
TAPRI ) R e vy 3 o fobar

There, they faced hard questions on the condition of women, although Mr. Muttaqi
maintained that women were “free” and girls were receiving education in madrassas,
statements which are clearly untrue.

I8, 3 Afgansii 3t fRUfT TR ST well &1 T S ug, giaifes gure = arar foar fah
Afgan < § 3R dsfpal Aeal W Riam ure w3 7€ € S WE U/ 3R’ 3

Can a Taliban-led Afghanistan go from being India’s enemy’s enemy and become a
friend?

FT AIFASTH-RRIT SBIMARAT YR & GRAT T GIA U G 81 APl 82

India has much to gain from a friendly government in Kabul, based on its historic
friendship with the Afghan people during 2001-2021.

YR & HIgd | FErad IRPR T 980 $3 81Rd 81 Tohdl 8, Flfds 2001-2021 F GRME I
BT ST A SfagTRRie fiear @ gl

India was Afghanistan’s first strategic partner, built an air corridor to increase bilateral
trade, and worked on development and infrastructure projects there.

YR SABEIRAT BT Ugal IHITae Argier o, forem fgueliia s s & e arg anf
ST 3R TE1 8 fABT 9 SMURYE uRaeTel R & faan

While the Taliban’s current conflict with Pakistan will enhance New Delhi’s role, it must be
remembered that the Taliban has had close ties with Pakistan’s military in the past.

g arferaT @1 aaur "oy urfhwar A =8 foeeht @ yfirer ! sg1 9o g, afd a8
1e TG A1 b aferar & urfeear & @91 & WA 9 Jey 7 3
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¢ In addition, the Taliban leadership in Kabul and Kandahar have differences, and as
Afghanistan’s economy continues to suffer, they may face challenges to the regime’s
control.
TP ST, PIYA 3N HYUR A AT Aqed & g AaUG €, 3R SII-0IF BT DI
SrfrawIT IR St S T 3, I T UR Fr0r 991¢ 3=t & gl T 1 R v

gl

e For India, building a tactical relationship with Kabul is vital, but a friendship based on
shared values seems impossible at present.

YR & T ST & 1Y AR HaY I SIS 8, Al T Hedl UR ATemfea
forrar adem o eRiYg wdta gt 81

Nistula Hebbar

rashant Kishor, 48, political
strategist-turned-leader of
the Jan Suraaj Party (JSP), is

a public figure about whom
much is known and seen, yet with
every new assignment or stage in his
career, something more is revealed. As
an unknown wag once said, “why pay
money to have your family tree traced;
go into politics and your opp

From backroom to ballot

Prashant Kishor

The former political strategist, whose Jan Suraaj Party is contesting the coming Assembly elections in Bihar, seeks to disrupt the existing bipolar equations
of the State and emerge as a new force

education in Buxar, and later in
Hyderabad. After studies, he moved
abroad to work with the UN, before
returning to India as a political
consultant. He founded, along with a
few old colleagues, the Indian Political
Action Committee (IPAC), a political
strategy firm, which brought in a
monumental shift in the way Indians
saw their political parties organise and
fight elections.
e Mat

will do it for you.” Mr. Kishor is now in
politics, neck deep.

For starters, political observers
came to know of Mr. Kishor as one of
the figures behind the Citizens for
Accountability and Governance
(C&AG), an organisation actively
involved in the political campaign of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
2014, the election that saw the
emergence of Narendra Modi, then
Guyjarat Chief Minister, on the national
stage. At that time, the concept of a
political strategist working parallel to
the party cadre with a close working
relationship with the political principal
was new. Mr. Kishor was described as a
former employee at a UN body abroad
connected to public health policy, with
an interest in politics that fuelled his
move back to India. Novel campaign
outreaches such as the ‘chai pe
charcha’ (chats over tea) were credited
to Mr. Kishor and his team.

As the BJP settled into governance
after the 2014 victory, and Mr. Kishor
found himself at odds with a party
organisation that did not seem to have
any space for him and his ideas, he
exited the BJP’s system, and became
close to Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who proudly declared his
association with Mr. Kishor as the
return of the prodigal son. Mr. Kishor,
who hails from Bihar, worked with the
Mahagathbandhan (an alliance of the
Janata Dal (United), the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) and the Congress,
which beat the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in the 2015 Assembly
polls.

A child of a physician and a
homemaker, Prashant Kishor, hailing
from Bihar’s Rohtas, did his early

From backroom to ballot

’s victory in
the Bihar elections saw not only the
rise of the industry of political strategy
firms, but also revealed, for the first
time, a glimmer of front office political
ambition in Mr. Kishor. He was
appointed vice-president of the Janata
Dal (U), while at the same time being a
strategist for political clients. He
handled the Congress in Uttar Pradesh
in 2017 (not a victorious outcome), and
went on to engage the YSRCP in
Andhra Pradesh in 2019, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in 2020 and the
Trinamool Congress and the DMK in
2021.

Things between Mr. Kishor and
Nitish Kumar, however, did not
continue to be rosy, with the final
fall-out happening in 2020, when Mr.
Kishor openly criticised the Chief
Minister on his support for the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
which was being pushed by the Modi
government at the Centre. Harsh
words were exchanged and
indiscipline and intrigues were
alleged, but some aspects of Mr.
Kishor’s ideological bent amid the
heterodoxy of his client list was
revealed in that exchange.

Out of the backroom

It was after the 2021 polls in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu, where Mr.
Kishor aided the Trinamool and the
DMK to victory, that he made the
decision to make the leap from
backroom political strategy to forming
his own party. In an interview to The
Hindu recently, he explained his
thinking at that time. “The trigger
point was the COVID pandemic. At that
time, I was involved in elections in
[West] Bengal and Tamil Nadu, and I

ISYfH | Ade™ d®

o The former political strategist, whose Jan Suraaj Party is contesting the coming Assembly
elections in Bihar, seeks to disrupt the existing bipolar equations of the State and emerge as
a new force.
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felt helpless that despite all the
network, power, resources that I had, I
felt that I could not be of any help to
anybody. It also made me realise that a
lot of the talk of good governance in
Bihar is hollow. That almost 5 million
people got into trouble, had to walk
back to Bihar. That's the time I thought
Ishould go back to Bihar. And the
proof of this is that the day the
Trinamool won Bengal, May 2, 2021, I
announced that I'm quitting what I
was doing,” he said.

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH

His modus operandi thereafter was
one of exploring the political field. He
undertook a two-year tour across
Bihar, and reached out to the
Congress. His first idea, he said, was to
work with the Congress, to devise a
plan for six States of North India where
the Congress was diminishing, and
revive the pre-independence role of
the Congress as an outlet for anyone
who wants to contribute to public
affairs. “Just as during the freedom
movement, anyone, from those who
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wanted to agitate on the streets to
those boycotting foreign goods and
spinning the charkha, said they were
part of the Congress, the party should
mean that in governance terms,” Mr.
Kishor said. “We, however, failed to
take the leap of faith,” he added. The
Congress leadership pored over a
presentation made by him and later
decided not to participate.

This brings us to October 2024,
when, with lakhs of sign-ups, the Jan
Suraaj Party (JSP) was launched in
Patna. Leaders said they would contest
the 2025 Assembly polls in Bihar. It
revealed a journey of political
alternatives. But detractors reminded
the newly-founded party that the
leader’s full name is Prashant Kishor
Pandey, alluding that his identity (that
of a Brahmin) would be a detriment
within the social justice politics of the
State.

‘Development politics’

Mr. Kishor’s navigation of Indian
politics has revealed both his ascribed
and acquired identities and his views.
As a vocal face of the JSP, he has been
at the forefront of articulating the
party’s ideology and plans for what he
termed “development politics”. What
is still unknown, however, are two
things — whether his party, now in the
electoral fray, will be a disruptor of the
two decades of Bihar’s bipolar political
equations and whether his refusal to
fight the polls as a candidate has
wrecked or aided that project. Mr.
Kishor is upbeat about the chances of
his party, and dismissive of the
criticism that the JSP “is a spoiler
party”. “When people say, vote katwa
(spoiler) party, they think that they are
using it as an abuse to us, I say, yes, we
are, but we are cutting so many votes
of both sides (NDA and INDIA bloc)
that they will be finished, he told The
Hindu.

For someone who has disrupted the
backroom of political campaigning in
India, entering the electoral fray
without a political legacy to bank
upon, Prashant Kishor continues to be
a fascinating chapter of India’s
democracy.

THE GIST

Political observers came to
know of Prashant Kishor as
one of the figures behind the
Citizens for Accountability and
Governance (C&AG), an
organisation actively involved
the political campaign of the
BJPin 2014

v
He founded, along with a few
old colleagues, the Indian
Political Action Committee
(IPAC) a political strategy firm,
which brought ina
monumental shift in the way
Indians saw their political
parties organise and fight
elections

v
After the 2021 polls in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu, where
Mr. Kishor aided the Trinamool
and the DMK to victory, he
made the decision to make the
leap from backroom strategy
to forming his own political
party

Gorakhpur

Page 18


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

T4 YeT-a® YOMIA®R, 5@ 4 JRe urdf st fagr faem=raur gamal o i @ %6t
g, XsT & Hiofel fE8aia THidRun &l 9gaq SR U =78 Xfad & ©U & SHRA & TN FR 3@ ¢

e Prashant Kishor, 48, political strategist-tumed-leader of the Jan Suraaj Party (JSP), is a
public figure about whom much is known and seen, yet with every new assignment or stage in
his career, something more is revealed.
yTid R, 48, S Ueh IeT-feres YU @ a1 93 § 3R o eret uréf (JSP) & v
g wmmémaﬁﬁ@awwm% R ot 37 HRW & R AT Wur F
S T91 I 3T B

¢ As an unknown wag once said, “why pay money to have your family tree traced; go into
politics and your opponents will do it for you.” Mr. Kishor is now in politics, neck deep.
T o U iR afa A et AT, “3U URAR gef 1 Jiei & e o ol T o mﬁ‘rﬁrﬁ
TRU SR 3Muas faRieft 3muas fog ag &= 71 ot IR 31 O3 TR Aot § §9 9% 3 |

e For starters, political observers came to know of Mr. Kishor as one of the figures behind the
Citizens for Accountability and Governance (C&AG), an organisation actively involved in
the political campaign of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2014, the election that saw the
emergence of Narendra Modi on the national stage.
R 3Td |, Joifde uddedl = ot f=IR @1 Citizens for Accountability and Governance
(C&AG) & ®U T W1, Sl HRI SI-TaT Ut (BJP) & 2014 & TG S & Wichd ®u ¥
M &, 981 g1d foraH g AT AP TR W IR

o At that time, the concept of a political strategist working parallel to the party cadre was new.
Mr. Kishor was described as a former UN employee connected to public health policy, with
an interest in polltlcs that fuelled his move back to India.

ww P FHMICR PTH B dTat ISTIfaed IVHHAPIR o1 S@yrRon =5 | ot
ggum%wqa‘aﬁaﬁ%wﬁww@vﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁ@q@
g, sﬁvmﬁrﬁ 33 YRd aUg T

* Novel campaign outreaches such as the ‘chai pe charcha’ (chats over tea) were credited to
Mr. Kishor and his team.
TR O TP St ST S drerrstt &1 91 oft fhRiR SiR 3t 1 &t fear )

o As the BJP settled into governance after the 2014 victory, and Mr. Kishor found himself at
odds with the party organisation, he exited the BJP’s system and became close to Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

2014 P S & TG oI UTIUT WRPR B R g8, ot fHR & urdf e & g gaim sk
I2 HIoTaT Bis & auT faeR & gt Hidiw $uR & w8 o Uy

¢ He worked with the Mahagathbandhan (JD(U), RJD, Congress), which beat the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the 2015 Assembly polls.

3 HERTSE Y (Veq, I%1G, SiIH) & T S foba, o 2015 fyurran gt 4 g
SHAiA® T6aY (NDA) BI g |

e A child of a physician and a homemaker, Prashant Kishor, hailing from Rohtas (Bihar), did
his early education in Buxar and later in Hyderabad.

TS Sidex 3R R & Iz, u=rid fr=iR &1 Ja =i Agard (NER) 31 31 3o TRfYS
ﬁwwﬁsﬁxmﬁ%mﬁqﬁﬁ

o After studies, he moved abroad to work with the UN, before returning to India as a political
consultant.

Wﬁ%m,émw(umﬁmmﬁ?{mw, IR TE W Aefoe TARPHR & =g o
YR @ |

www.patrioticias.in

¢ He founded the Indian Political Action Committee (IPAC), a political strategy firm, which
changed the way Indians viewed political campaigns.
3 Indian Political Action Committee (IPAC) &1 RITIHT &1, Sl U ISI-HA® YU
wH 7, SR YR e ifde Sl & [e & 9ad fear|

e The Mahagathbandhan’s victory in 2015 also revealed Mr. Kishor’s political ambition, as he
was appointed vice-president of JD(U) while also continuing as a strategist.
2015 ¥ HENTSEY &1 Sftd = o fhRIR BT Ier-Hifas Agardian o 1 IOFR a1, wife
3 SIg. & IUTHE & =0 | Agad fovar ma, Safe 9 JHifdeR & w0 & off o1 o 33

e He worked with the Congress (UP, 2017), YSRCP (Andhra Pradesh, 2019), AAP (Delhi,
2020), TMC and DMK (2021).
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I8 PO (ST USTT, 2017), TISTISRATYY (318 WS=T, 2019), 37 (feewdt, 2020),
Fromft oiv Send (2021) F 1Y B fHan|

His relationship with Nitish Kumar soured in 2020 over the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), leading to a fallout and public criticism.

2020 T AT T TN AT (CAA) BT AHR IHT =T FAR I Tae garm, o
3 & oI Irdeie faare ga|
After the 2021 polls in West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, where he aided TMC and DMK, he
decided to form his own party.

2021 ¥ YW S 3R aftrerg gl  Sunedt ok dund o Sfid fam & a1g, 39
3Ot UTet s &1 Aoty fera|

He said the COVID pandemic was the trigger, as it exposed governance failures in Bihar.
35+ gl fb COVID HETHRY 98 HRUT &+ fore- fagR H IR &1 3rferad SR &< 4t
He undertook a two-year tour across Bihar, even reaching out to the Congress with a
proposal to revive it in six northern States, but the plan did not materialise.

I8 Sl a9l 9% IR BT SR a1 iR SR T Yuh 7R B8 Sudl A4l 7 I FAsifad
IR P UXTa e, Afe o 9% d gl ga

In October 2024, he launched the Jan Suraaj Party (JSP) in Patna, with plans to contest the
2025 Assembly polls in Bihar.

JFEER 2024 H I U1 & O RIS UTET (JSP) BT Y3 BT, FSTepT a1ed 2025 fagR
eIy gAmEt § IR B

Critics pointed out his Brahmin identity (Prashant Kishor Pandey) as a possible
disadvantage in Bihar’s social justice politics.

STATED] = 3! STEIVT Ugd (U=Iid fhRNR uisy) & fagR ot araore =g Ieifd d
T YA ST S|

Mr. Kishor promotes “development politics” as the ideology of JSP, and claims his party
will disrupt the NDA and INDIA bloc.

&t fPIR “fAeTd Pt IS F) o R Ut P fAIaRYRT 5dd § iR T #vd § &
3! uref gAY SR 3T wadym g & A

He denied that JSP is a “spoiler party”, saying “we are cutting so many votes of both sides
that they will be finished.”

311 T8 Hed §UIHR fbu1 i JSP “die Bre arelt urdl § — g i Ueil & a4 dic BIe
% § [ o 9 g1 sma

For someone who has disrupted political campaigning in India, Prashant Kishor continues to
be a fascinating chapter in India’s democracy.

YR H IS IUHIT &1 §ad o did dfad & &9 U, URIid feny o« ot yRda
AP BT TH ATD AT T US|
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Chinese whispers

Ashley J. Tellis

The South Asia expert is now accused of keeping in his private custody around 1,000 pages of

Varghese K. George

he line that divides
T the deep state and

the anti-national is
terrifyingly thin, the arrest
of strategic affairs expert
Ashley J. Tellis by the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) suggests. True,
the FBI has said that being
charged does not mean he
is guilty, but regardless of
how the case turns out, Mr.
Tellis has his reputation,
built over a lifetime,
smirched overnight.

This was in the making
for several years, the FBI
has told the court. Mr. Tel-
lis was under surveillance
since 2022, it turns out. To
begin with, Mr. Tellis had
access to a lot of state se-
crets of the U.S., and per-
haps everyone who has
such access might be un-
der some surveillance. Ac-
tors in the hazy world of
spycraft and secret wars of
nation states are aware that
they are all by themselves
if something goes wrong.
The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment documents are
sketchy about the alleged
crime, but they sound to
suggest that Mr. Tellis
shared secret government
files with Chinese contacts,
and received something in
return from them. Mr. Tel-
lis has been released on
bond, and his lawyers have
told AFP that they would
be “vigorously contesting”
the charges against him.

Mr. Tellis has held a se-
ries of senior positions in
the U.S. administration,
and was an unpaid consul-

C hinese whispers

I papATEe

documents marked “TOP SECRET" and ‘SECRET"

tant with the State Depart-
ment when he was arrest-
ed. Aligned with the
Republican Party in the
U.S., his most consequen-
tial role possibly was at the
White House of George W.
Bush. At the National Se-
curity Council (NSC), as
Special Assistant to Mr.
Bush and Senior Director
for Strategic Planning and
Southwest Asia, Mr. Tellis
played a key role in reshap-
ing the South Asia policy of
the U.S.,, and particularly
contributed to the U.S.-In-
dia Civil Nuclear Agree-
ment, which was conclud-
ed in 2008. That was a
turning point in the India-
U.S. relations.

Scholarship and policy

Scholarship tailored to suit
political and economic in-
terest is far from a scandal
now, particularly in inter-
national relations. Inde-
pendent thinking is rarely
incentivised in strategic ex-
pertise while advocates of
particular positions occu-
py positions of influence.
The rise of Mr. Tellis as so-
meone who could easily
straddle policy and scho-
larship in the U.S. corres-

ponded with the dominant
bipartisan thinking about
India and China.

He became the key pro-
ponent of expansive India-
U.S. relations over the past
two decades. He wanted
U.S. primacy in world af-
fairs to last and China’s rise
balanced, and placed India
in that context from the
U.S. vantage. Mr. Tellis
championed India under
Manmohan Singh and Na-
rendra Modi for many
years, but in recent years,
he turned an India-sceptic,
citing the weakening of de-
mocratic processes.

His books and mono-
graphs represent deep and
nuanced scholarship but
not always beyond possi-
ble conflict of interest.
While holding the Tata
Chair for Strategic Affairs
at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International
Peace, Mr. Tellis advocated
F-16 planes for the IAF. Ta-
ta and Boeing, the makers
of F-16, are in a partner-
ship.

Mr. Tellis is now accused
of keeping in his private
custody around 1,000 pag-
es of documents marked
‘TOP SECRET’ and ‘SE-

CRET? The documents
were reportedly stored in
various locations, includ-
ing filing cabinets and
trash bags. From court
documents, it appears that
he was authorised to ac-
cess these documents, but
perhaps not authorised to
print them out and carry
them home. Surveillance
footage apparently showed
him removing documents
from the Pentagon’s Mark
Center in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. He was also reported
to have renamed and print-
ed a 1,288-page U.S. Air
Force manual labelled ‘Se-
cret’, which he later delet-
ed from the system. The
FBI affidavit detailed multi-
ple meetings between Mr.
Tellis and Chinese interloc-
utors between 2022 and
2025, at restaurants in Vir-
ginia, close to Washington
DC. Documents claim that
Mr. Tellis was seen enter-
ing a restaurant with a ma-
nila envelope and leaving
without it, after meeting
Chinese contacts.

On another occasion, it
is noted that he received a
gift bag. If convicted, Mr.
Tellis can be in jail for up to
10 years, and be asked to
pay fine of up to $250,000.

In the shadow games of
strategy, enemies and
friends can change abrupt-
ly; and yesterday’s terrorist
can reincarnate as an ho-
nourable head of state. Mr.
Tellis has been a key ampli-
fier of the China challenge
in Washington DC, and in a
peak paradox, is now un-
der a cloud of suspicion of
Beijing connections.
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The South Asia expert is now accused of keeping in his private custody around 1,000 pages
of documents marked ‘TOP SECRET’ and ‘SECRET’

Gi&roT TR faRivg W 31§ 3RIU & fb =1 Su ol oot H TRIHT 1,000 TS & gATaS X9
3, oM R ‘efa Hibe SR Hishe &1 A= 1)

The line that divides the deep state and the anti-national is terrifyingly thin, the arrest of
strategic affairs expert Ashley J. Tellis by the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
suggests.

Sty ®e R AP & 9 31 a1 Harag ¥4 I udeh 5, I8 SRS U1 &id 31 (FBI)
R YU ATHE & faRivy vere o, e &) AIRWR @ udr Iaar g1

True, the FBI has said that being charged does not mean he is guilty, but regardless of how
the case turns out, Mr. Tellis has his reputation, built over a lifetime, smirched overnight.

U9 &, FBI A $81 & [ RIfUd 811 &1 o qISt 5191 11 @, ifch a1e A o ot Faved, st
<feor e 3t SiigR § &+t i1 U 3a § ¢ 81 TS|

This was in the making for several years, the FBI has told the court.

FBI 7 3(eIeid ! 91 foh I8 Fs auf 4 9 &7 Tl

Mr. Tellis was under surveillance since 2022, it turns out.

gar gor fos off ferT 2022 & AR A 9

To begin with, Mr. Tellis had access to a lot of state secrets of the U.S., and perhaps
everyone who has such access might be under some surveillance.

Yoara B, ft 2o & o smfYerT & S Irediiy Yevl &t ugd ot 3R Tuad: fomd U
Ug gt 8, 9 gt ol 7 fomaft fR 7 g €1

Actors in the hazy world of spycraft and secret wars of nation states are aware that they are
all by themselves if something goes wrong.

ST el 3R I & T Gl & el gFHam & Raerst oid 6 fob 3R $o Tad 1 1, @t
3 7 RE 31 | O B

The U.S. Justice Department documents are sketchy about the alleged crime, but they
sound to suggest that Mr. Tellis shared secret government files with Chinese contacts,
and received something in return from them.

AN AT FAUTT & SIS FHIUT SORTY & TR H 3R §, Afce T uefia g & b ot
R 7 T WREY wrgd A Huwt & 1 e @ SR ded # 399 $B U

Mr. Tellis has been released on bond, and his lawyers have told AFP that they would be
“vigorously contesting” the charges against him.

oft 2 ) s R Re1 3R fegn man ], 3iR 3% gdial 2 Tuwdl (AFP) o) S 6 3
I TIAD T SR BT “SIRGR faRTer B |

Mr. Tellis has held a series of senior positions in the U.S. administration, and was an unpaid
consultant with the State Department when he was arrested.

oft ey 7 SRS YR & %3 aRky uel R B e 8, SR IRwaR & 999 3 fag=r
fAHRT & Uw f9AT 999 ard Jerg R |

Aligned with the Republican Party, his most consequential role possibly was at the White

House of George W. Bush.

ﬁ%ﬁ IS M ey o) T He@yuf YfiresT Huad: wifsl s&g, I & FT3E T8
I

At the National Security Council (NSC), as Special Assistant to Mr. Bush and Senior

Director for Strategic Planning and Southwest Asia, Mr. Tellis played a key role in

reshaping U.S. South Asia policy, particularly contributing to the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear

Agreement (2008).

YT GRa uivug (Nsc) H, ft e 3 Sl s&g, 31 & iy Herae iR YurHifae diern

T4 gferor ufd TRmn & afivy fFewe & wu o smivast gférr eimr ifa &1 ¢7: smer A

%Wl@mﬁ%,ﬁﬁqwﬁzoos%m-mmﬁmmw@%ﬁw
|

That was a tuming point in India-U.S. relations.

I8 HRA-3AR®T YaeY # ue effi uige ol

Scholarship and policy
R Hifa
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Scholarship tailored to suit political and economic interest is far from a scandal now,
particularly in international relations.

3 anffe Rl & ST a8 T8 ReifOre My 39 freh gl ¥ F9 e &,
faRy ¥ F Siqrsa Haut 7l
Independent thinking is rarely incentivised in strategic expertise, while advocates of
particular positions occupy positions of influence.

Yoo faRiugrdr & Wds 9 & Ire g HH iiafed fear S 7, Siefe [y efde
@A I YHTEITeR Uel R e gl

The rise of Mr. Tellis as someone who could straddle policy and scholarship in the U.S.
corresponded with the dominant bipartisan thinking about India and China.

oft 2ferT 1 ifer SR SrwTefie MY & oI Tgol =U I o arel Afad =T, HRE SR A=
IR AT 3 fgedita I & 3=y o1l

He became the key proponent of expansive India-U.S. relations over the past two decades.
fUed & gx@! § 98 URA-3MR®T "ael & uw I9de &+ M|

He wanted U.S. primacy in world affairs to last and China’s rise balanced, and placed India
in that context.

I8 9154 U o et Ft A wuTar o+t 3 SR o1 & Igu &I Fferd fasan S, qur
I 39 e # yRd &1 3@l

Mr. Tellis championed India under Manmohan Singh and Narendra Modi, but in recent
years, he turned an India-sceptic, citing weakening of democratic processes.

off 2ferT 3 wewie Rig ol s A & g § WRa &1 I fovan, Afpgra d aw # 3
YRd ¥ Ui Yegardl 81 7Y, U8 Hed gU i Aepdiie ufhard $HSR 816l g

His books and monographs represent deep and nuanced scholarship, but not always
beyond possible conflict of interest.

I [P 3R MHRITHRT T8 3R ggH MY &1 Uit el 8, AfdeT gamm Tuifad et
F TP I W T B

While holding the Tata Chair for Strategic Affairs at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Mr. Tellis advocated F-16 planes for the IAF.

ﬁ@%wﬁw%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%m%%wﬁmm@ st
<oy = YR arga=T (IAF) & fort F-16 fawamT &1 amf fasan
Tata and Boeing, the makers of F-16, are in a partnership.

2TeT 3R SIS, il F-16 % FATdI €, T TRie A 2

Mr. Tellis is now accused of keeping in his private custody around 1,000 pages of documents
marked ‘TOP SECRET’ and ‘SECRET’.

oft R IR 31 3o ST oot | T 1,000 T & SIATGS 3@ HI 3R g, o R efa
Hiohe 3R Aope’ o1 F=1 Tl

The documents were reportedly stored in various locations, including filing cabinets and
trash bags.

feoief & SUR cwaTas Wit hfarew iR Heaml & W T 3|

From court documents, it appears that he was authorised to access these documents, but not
authorised to print and carry them home.

T UdT Il & fob 38 37 cxaIdSl do Ugd &1 SigAfd o, Afe 3% i e
WA W[ B Al 8T A

Surveillance footage showed him removing documents from the Pentagon’s Mark Center in
Alexandria, Virginia.

AR B § 3 aeiii~iaT & Taauiisar A UeHT & HId Tex U geardel Hamed gu ol
Tl

He was also reported to have renamed and printed a 1,288-page U.S. Air Force manual
labelled ‘Secret’, which he later deleted from the system.

fearef & B@ﬁ%ﬁaﬁaaaaﬁnssusﬁ%erﬁﬁaﬂamﬁmﬁgemwww
mmﬁmﬁWQWM|

The FBI affidavit detailed multiple meetings between Mr. Tellis and Chinese interlocutors
(2022-2025), at restaurants near Washington DC.

FBI Ta®ATH T off Afery 3R D+t Aol & 99 2022 9 2025 F o7 AIRATeT SR & T
Ry IR A B3 S| o1 faavor fear ma)
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e Documents claim that Mr. Tellis was seen entering a restaurant with a manila envelope and
leaving without it, after meeting Chinese contacts.

XSl § HET 1§ b off 2o o) weita frwTts & IR Uas Jea”t B Ual v SR At
el § A= & a1e fomT forwres & Adad gu o |

e On another occasion, it is noted that he received a gift bag.
T 37 AR TR TG Gl 11 T 3 I5H U SUGR a7 U fwa |

e If convicted, Mr. Tellis can be in jail for up to 10 years and pay a fine of up to $250,000.
3R SIS ura T, &t oft 2T B 10 e 9% D o 3R $250,000 T HT AT &1 b B |

¢ In the shadow games of strategy, enemies and friends can change abruptly; and yesterday’s
terrorist can reincarnate as an honourable head of state.

A & BT Tl §, g SR SR 3/EITF® 98 Udhd &; 3R & B ST el
HHTT APTHAET S Gohll 5|

e Mr. Tellis has been a key amplifier of the China challenge in Washington DC, and in a peak
paradox, is now under suspicion of Beijing connections.

S 2T aTRITES S A 9 TR S T VA 38 &, IR T TR e F, o1 4
R} Tt F wie FR AL

Taliban’s diplomatic front

Amir Khan Muttaqi

The acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan, who survived the many conflicts of the country over
the vears, seeks legitimacy for the regime even as repression continues at home

Kallol Bhattacherjee

isiting the Deoband
v Darul Uloom dur-
ing his recent India
tour, the Taliban’s Foreign
Minister, Amir Khan Mutta-
qi, described the institu-
tion as “Madar e Ilmi”, or
alma mater, which in a way
provided a glimpse of Mr.
Muttaqi’s evolution as a
fighter and a diplomat.
Born in 1970 in a Pash-
tun family in Zarghun vil-
lage of Helmand province,
Amir Khan Muttagi’s life
has been intertwined with
the history of his conflict-
torn country. His family
had migrated to Helmand
from Paktia. The Afghanis-
tan that he was born into
was to change radically
even as he started his early
education in his village.
Among the waves of Af-
ghans who left their homes
after Soviet intervention
began in December 1979
were Mr. Muttagi and his
family from Helmand. He
shifted to the Afghan refu-
gee camps that had come
up near Peshawar, Pakis-
tan. The refugees also pro-
vided young fighters for re-
sisting the Soviet invasion
and Mr. Muttaqi was one of
the teenagers who joined
the anti-Soviet jihad of the
1980s, funded by the CIA
and guided by Pakistan’s
ISI. It was during his years
as a refugee in Pakistan
that the young Pashtun
fighter picked up Urdu
which he uses today with
his Pakistani and Indian
interlocutors.
In Peshawar, seven pol-
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itical parties came up in
the refugee camps (the
Peshawar Seven). Promi-
nent leaders from these
groups were Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, Burhanuddin
Rabbani, Abdul Rasul Say-
yaf, Hazrat Sibghatullah
Mojaddedi, Pir Sayed Ah-
mad Gailani, Maulana Mo-
hammad Nabi Mohamma-
di, and Mohammed Yunus
Khalis. Of them, Maulana
Mohammadi and Khalis ex-
tended full support to the
Taliban when the outfit
was launched in the 1990s.

Mr. Muttaqi joined the
Islamic Revolutionary
Movement of Afghanistan
of Maulana Mohammadi,
who had also groomed oth-
er Taliban leaders such as
its founder Mullah Omar.
Like Mohammadi before
them, Mullah Omar, Mr.
Muttaqi, and Hibatullah
Akhundzada, the current
leader of the Taliban, stu-
died in madrasas that fol-
lowed the curriculum of
Darul Uloom Deoband. It
was because of this link Mr.
Muttaqi described Deo-
band as his ‘Madar e [Imi’.

Among all the Taliban
commanders, Mr. Muttaqi
is known for being a nego-

ILLUSTRATIONS: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

tiator, a role that was given
to him by the late Mullah
Omar. Muttaqi is one of the
few Taliban leaders who
have survived all the vio-
lent phases of Afghanis-
tan’s recent history. As a
young Taliban leader, he
became the Minister of In-
formation and Culture and
general spokesperson of
the Taliban in 1996 when
the outfit took power in a
chaotic situation.

He was serving as the
Minister of Education
when the war with the U.S.
began in Afghanistan in
2001, following the 9/11 at-
tacks, leading to the over-
throw of the first Taliban
regime. He survived the
most intense phase of vio-
lence that continued till ne-
gotiation was started with
the Taliban during the first
term of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in 2017-18.

Return to Kabul

Mr. Muttaqi was part of the
U.S.-Taliban  negotiation
and was present at the
signing of the deal in Doha
on February 29, 2020,
when the Taliban delega-
tion was led by Mullah Ab-
dul Ghani Baradar. Though

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

the deal was opposed by
the Ashraf Ghani govern-
ment of the Islamic Repu-
blic of Afghanistan, the Ta-
liban carried out a hybrid
war on the ground follow-
ing the deal and captured
Kabul by August 2021. Mr.
Muttaqgi then became the
Foreign Minister.

Ever since, Mr. Muttaqi
has travelled to China, Rus-
sia, Pakistan, Doha, Dubai,
Saudi Arabia, India and
other countries.

Over the last four years,
the most challenging as-
pect of Mr. Muttaqi’s as-
signment has been pre-
senting Afghanistan as a
rational actor even as it
continued to impose its no-
education policy on young
women, who are also res-
tricted from joining the
workforce. Mr. Muttaqi has
also carried out a few diffi-
cult discussions successful-
ly since taking charge, in-
cluding the one regarding
the release of American
hostage Amir Amiri, who
was released in September
2025 after President
Trump’s Special Represen-
tative on hostage affairs,
Adam Boehler, held discus-
sions with him.

Apart from the conflict
with Pakistan, Mr. Mutta-
qi's biggest challenge conti-
nues to be the fact that on-
ly Russia has so far given
diplomatic recognition to
Taliban as the ruler of Af-
ghanistan. It remains to be
seen if he can convince
other major powers to re-
cognise the Taliban as the
de jure rulers of
Afghanistan.
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Taliban’s diplomatic front

AIIE™ &1 ge-ifa® wral

The acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan, who survived the many conflicts of the country
over the years, seeks legitimacy for the regime even as repression continues at home.

fad=r oY, oA auf ¥ < & g Jos ¥ Sifad o §, 3 =ma &t
T I1ed €, Wl 3§ ST SR B

Visiting the Deoband Darul Uloom during his recent India tour, the Taliban’s Foreign
Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi, described the institution as “Madar e limi”, or alma mater,
which in a way provided a glimpse of Mr. Muttaqgi’'s evolution as a fighter and a diplomat.
3T BT URd &R & SR 3qdg Iod IqH HT SRT HXd gU arferar & fadzr @it st
W AT - 59 TR B! “HeR-U-ZR I ATGHRIT I, foRH T aRg I YTt & AT
IR IHRF & &4 | fae™ ot 1a® 4|

Born in 1970 in a Pashtun family in Zarghun village of Helmand province, Amir Khan
Muttaqi’s life has been intertwined with the history of his conflict-torn country.

1970 W gaHgE Wid & SIRYA Td & TP UG URTR T o4 MR @1 Tt &1 siia=
31 IYIRA ¢ & e ¥ ST 6T 6

His family had migrated to Helmand from Paktia.

DT IRAR UfFT | gawg SHH a9 7 |

The Afghanistan that he was bom into was to change radically even as he started his early
education in his village.

?Wﬁwwgw,%wwwmwﬁmnﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁr&n%
|

Among the waves of Afghans who left their homes after Soviet intervention began in
December 1979, were Mr. Muttaqi and his family from Helmand.

feaR 1979 ¥ AIfdUd AT Y= 5H & 91¢ W BISA dIc B! BT dg | 4 gt
3R 371 uRar i gaa 9 2fid 9

He shifted to the Afghan refugee camps that had come up near Peshawar, Pakistan.

d URTIGR, Tt o U o ST RO fRrfaRt & = 7w

The refugees also provided young fighters for resisting the Soviet invasion, and Mr. Muttaqi

was one of the teenagers who joined the anti-Soviet jihad of the 1980s, funded by the CIA
and guided by Pakistan’s ISI.

S RN = Hifdad SiespavT &1 Ry a3 & fow gar @i i 3T, iR oft garet 5=
ﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁwso%m%;ﬁeﬂ@mﬁaﬁﬁaaﬁwmaﬂ
rfugas g FRRE RN wfaa Riere & v ferm

It was during his years as a refugee in Pakistan that the young Pashtun fighter picked up
Urdu, which he uses today with his Pakistani and Indian interlocutors.

urferear ® RN & =0 F 397 auf & SR, 39 a1 UG it 7 I¢ Wit raewr a8
ST TfhRaTt 3R R FrafeRI & 1Y SUdT Sl ¢ |

In Peshawar, seven political parties came up in the refugee camps (the Peshawar Seven).

emaR |, IROMT fRfSRT 7 91 Ieifae od IR (URMER a4 & A I o1 91d )|

Prominent leaders from these groups were Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Burhanuddin Rabbani,
Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, Hazrat Sibghatullah Mojaddedi, Pir Sayed Ahmad Gailani, Maulana
Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi, and Mohammed Yunus Khalis.

<1 TE] 3 U A1 8 TAE AR \“ﬁgﬂlﬁ
mﬁawﬁm%a"r 9 A< arEw Aer, ﬁamnﬂmqiﬁ ahwh'smzqav
|

Of them, Maulana Mohammadi and Khalis extended full support to the Taliban when the
outfit was launched in the 1990s.

ﬁi@éﬁamﬁsmaah?mﬁwgo%mﬁaﬁaﬁﬁww%www
T4 |

Mr. Muttaqi joined the Islamic Revolutionary Movement of Afghanistan of Maulana
Mohammadi, who had also groomed other Taliban leaders such as its founder Mullah Omar.

ot T 2 A Aewd) & ST Na IR HaRe P SBITeRaT § M gU,
forgin aIfera™ & WIS FedT SHR oY 37 Adraft & Ht ufiféra fasar o)
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e Like Mohammadi before them, Mullah Omar, Mr. Muttaqi, and Hibatullah Akhundzada, the
current leader of the Taliban, studied in madrasas that followed the curriculum of Darul
Uloom Deoband.

WA MRS & R, Gear IR, A gara!, SR fRaqears sRggetTer (@dqH difera™
W) 7 Sred 3qH ¢dde & Uredshy BT UTa- B arel Hedl 4 37eqg |

e |t was because of this link Mr. Muttaqi described Deoband as his ‘Madar e limi’.
=3 Taie & HRUT oft Gt A e DY U HeR-T-FHE Hall

e Among all the Taliban commanders, Mr. Muttaqi is known for being a negotiator, a role
that was given to him by the late Mullah Omar.

Tt arferam waisst |, ot gaTe! 3 UE arafeR & U T S S @, S YPET 3% @i
HedT U A & 2|

¢ Muttaqi is one of the few Taliban leaders who have survived all the violent phases of
Afghanistan’s recent history.

HATP! 39 S aiferar Aarsi # 9 U € e i & gra & ffus sfaea &
Tt =Rl & Shfd 52 6

e As ayoung Taliban leader, he became the Minister of Information and Culture and general
spokesperson of the Taliban in 1996 when the outfit took power.

T g1 dIfera™ =dl & U H, 4 1996 T difcra o Ga-T 3R Txpia HAT T T yaardm o,
EERSREER LIRS

¢ He was serving as the Minister of Education when the war with the U.S. began in
Afghanistan in 2001, following the 9/11 attacks, leading to the overthrow of the first Taliban
regime.

32001 ® 9/11 gHEAI & 91G SANDT & TTY 5 = oH W e w0l & wu o HrRa 9,
ST IRUMTIRGET Ugd arferar= =T &7 Ua- g3l

e He survived the most intense phase of violence that continued till negotiation was started
with the Taliban during the first term of U.S. President Donald Trump (2017-18).

SoM feH & Tad fia dR ¥ Sifad Yo Rt gufd SiHTes g (2017-18) & Ugdl
HRIGIA T AfTET & AIY ardl Bt YHAT ah BT 90 o |

Return to Kabul
PIgd argt

o Mr. Muttaqgi was part of the U.S.-Taliban negotiation and was present at the signing of the
deal in Doha on February 29, 2020, when the Taliban delegation was led by Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar.

oft gt srfvepr-anferar araf &1 fRw @ 3R 29 WRad 2020 FI a1 A FHSNA W
TR & 91T AN 4, 99 aiferar ufafAfirisd &1 Aq gee Siegd Tl aviex R 3 3

e Though the deal was opposed by the Ashraf Ghani government, the Taliban carried out a
hybrid war and captured Kabul by August 2021.
BT 34 THRId BT SRR T WPR A Ry {5, Afee aifera™ 3 Har g S
SR 2021 WWWWWWI

e Mr. Muttaqi then became the Foreign Minister.
9% a1e Y garet fadw vt &= Uy

e Ever since, Mr. Muttaqi has travelled to China, Russia, Pakistan, Doha, Dubai, Saudi
Arabia, India, and other countries.

%aa@, ot gaTe! 7 A, T, nfear, aiel, gas, USha! 3Rd, HRd 3R 37 <=M &1 Jr B
|

e Over the last four years, the most challenging aspect of his job has been presenting
Afghanistan as a rational actor even as it continued to ban women’s education and
employment.
figd IR qufl § 37 B BT Y4 AU Uge I8 Y81 [ I HBI-RAT B TH
AT Y & w0 & v frar, STaics agi Afgersi Y Rram ok AsmR w wfady SR @71

e He successfully negotiated the release of American hostage Amir Amiri, freed in
September 2025, after discussions with Adam Boehler, President Trump’s Special
Representative on hostage affairs.
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e Apart from the conflict with Pakistan, his biggest challenge remains that only Russia has so
far given diplomatic recognition to the Taliban government.

& Y Uy & 3], ITH! GaY gt g T8 § [ 3d I Had = A drferar
WHR &) Pe-fad Ar=gdr & 2|

e It remains to be seen if he can convince other major powers to recognise the Taliban as the
de jure rulers of Afghanistan.

Tg ST 1! § o o1 98 3 W Rifraal ! a1feraTe &1 B Ii-Rar & 3¢ P &
U T ORIdl ¢ & fo1g 791 9ahd § |

‘Make a deal, Trump tells Zelenskyy
as plea for Tomahawk misses mark

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Donald Trump told Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Friday to
make a deal with Russia,
pouring cold water on Ky-
iv’s hopes for Tomahawk
missiles as the U.S. leader
renews a push to settle the
War.

Mr. Trump said as re-
cently as last month that he
believed Ukraine could
take back all its territory —
but a day after agreeing to
meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin for a new
summit, the American had
changed his tune, though

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Mr. Zelenskyy did not rule
out Mr. Trump changing
his mind again in the
future.

“Hopefully we’ll be able
to get the war over with,
without thinking about To-

mahawks,” Mr. Trump told
journalists as he hosted
Zelenskyy.

“It’s good that President
Trump didn’t say ‘no,” but
for today, (he) didn’t say
‘yes’” to providing Kyiv
with Tomahawks, Mr. Ze-
lensky said on Friday.

After the meeting, Mr.
Trump said on social me-
dia that their talks were
“very interesting, and cor-
dial, but I told him, as I
likewise strongly suggested
to President Putin, that it is
time to stop the killing, and
make a DEAL!”

Mr. Zelenskyy said after
the meeting that Russia
was “afraid” of the U.S.-

made long-range Toma-
hawk cruise missiles, and
that he was “realistic”
about receiving the wea-
pons from Washington.

Empty-handed
Mr. Zelensky came to
Washington after weeks of
calls for Tomahawks, hop-
ing to capitalize on
Trump’s growing frustra-
tion with Mr. Putin after a
summit in Alaska failed to
produce a breakthrough.
But the Ukrainian left
empty-handed as Mr
Trump eyes a fresh diplo-
matic breakthrough on the
back of last week’s Gaza
peace deal.

Make a deal,” Trump tells Zelenskyy as plea for Tomahawk misses mark
BT B, T A AAD! § Hgl old SIHeIP [Hargdl ot 7 6 d 61 §5

e Donald Trump told Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Friday to make a deal
with Russia, pouring cold water on Kyiv’'s hopes for Tomahawk missiles as the U.S. leader
renews a push to settle the war.
SHIE [L8) g R[hdR Eal W-ﬁ ?‘I‘g‘qﬁf TASAR et (Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy) T $al b T & 914 S B (make a deal with Russia), IEREEIC] (Kyiv) Gl
THEI® fHATSdl (Tomahawk missiles) &1 3WIG] UR 38T U 81 a1 74T, Hifd SAR®!
A1 g B! A b YU Bl bR § IR PR @ B

e Mr. Trump said as recently as last month that he believed Ukraine could take back all its
territory — but a day after agreeing to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin for a new

summit, the American had changed his tune, though Mr. Zelenskyy did not rule out Mr. Trump
changing his mind again in the future.

T A fisa WER FeT U1 {3 371 A1 § 5 ggheT (Ukraine) 3041 IRT & 109 & Wehdl &
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“Hopefully we’ll be able to get the war over with, without thinking about Tomahawks,” Mr.
Trump told journalists as he hosted Zelenskyy.

3uig 2 fh 8 Y ) TH o UIeR, gl frarsal & ar & 9= famr o 3 warl @
HET IE S5 AD! DI HeraT B

“It's good that President Trump didn’t say ‘no,’” but for today, (he) didn’t say ‘yes’ to providing
Kyiv with Tomahawks, Mr. Zelensky said on Friday. ]

+3rs31 € 6 IIgufa gry A 1Y =18 @, e omwt & g 391 57 ft 7 wer AvETE
[ F A B, YHAR Pl ! 3 T

After the meeting, Mr. Trump said on social media that their talks were “very interesting, and
cordial, but | told him, as | likewise strongly suggested to President Putin, that it is time to stop
the killing, and make a DEAL!”

Yo% P dTe, T 3 Gizrd Hfar R el b 373! daid “agd g 3R Aierdyut i, Afe
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Mr. Zelenskyy said after the meeting that Russia was “afraid” of the U.S.-made long-range

Tomahawk cruise missiles, and that he was “realistic” about receiving the weapons from
Washington.

3% & a1e Seip! A Hel b wu sifve Fftfa ot g Ft duete oo farge (U.S.-
made long-range Tomahawk cruise missiles) Y “3ar %‘ 3R g8 aiiRiTed ¥ gaR urd
FRA & SR H “arafad” €|

Empty-handed
@retl 1Y

Mr. Zelensky came to Washington after weeks of calls for Tomahawks, hoping to capitalize on
Trump’s growing frustration with Mr. Putin after a summit in Alaska failed to produce a
breakthrough.

S SgTe ¥ oY w3 gul @ orfie & qTg affRimTesT 3y, I8 S@fi #vd g &
W%ﬁﬁ@&@ﬁ%%@ﬁ%%ﬁ&ﬁmmmww,ﬁﬁﬂm
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But the Ukrainian left empty-handed as Mr. Trump eyes a fresh diplomatic breakthrough on
the back of last week’s Gaza peace deal.

QAT gb=t (Ukrainian) ATeT 814 TC Fife T8 fUBa gt o TITeTT RMifel T3 (Gaza
peace deal) & 3TUYR R U T3 Pe-liad JHadl Bl GHEAT TR oR Y gL |
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Minister

fFmfarsit A 54 e IuaRT B axgsit W Shewd Fweldt & arH IuHaars a&

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Manufacturers pass on GST
cut benefits across 54 daily
use items: Finance Minister

..
I =

NEW DELHI

Two-wheelers, four-wheel-
ers, and consumer durable
items, including television
sets, are among the 54
items of daily use where
manufacturers have
passed on the benefit of
GST (Goods and Services
Tax) cuts, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said on Saturday.
“Since September 22,
we have been getting infor-
mation from zonal teams
on all items, of which we
have been monitoring 54
items, where we wanted to
ensure that the tax benefit
is reaching the consumer.
Not even in one item has
the tax benefit not been
passed to the consumer,”
Ms. Sitharaman said at a
press conference on the
‘GST Bachat Utsav’ (sav-
ings festival).
Three-wheeler des-
patches grew by 5.5% to
84,000 units from 79,000
units, year-on-year. Two-
wheeler sales increased by
21.60 lakh units, with Hero
MotoCorp Limited report-
ing the highest monthly
sales. Passenger vehicle
despatches touched 3.72
lakh units in September,
and tractor sales more
than doubled, she said.
Effective September 22,
the government simplified
the GST regime, reducing
the four existing tax slabs —
5%, 12%, 18%, and 28% — to

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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Nlrmala S|tharaman Wlth Piyush Goyal and Ashwini Vaishnaw,
addressing a press conference, in New Delhi, on Saturday. ANl

two main slabs of 5% and
18%, with a special 40%
rate for certain goods.

“There has been a flurry
of buying and selling in
those nine days,” the Fi-
nance Minister said, speak-
ing of the nine days of Nav-
aratri that culminate in
Dasara.

Dealers in consumer
durables reported dou-
bling of sales on the very
first day, that is, September
22. Manufacturers indicat-
ed that pre-bookings had
begun and enquiries had
surged. TV manufacturers
reported 30%-35% in-
crease in sales, as did mak-
ers of FMCG (fast moving
consumer goods), includ-
ing in personal care and
nutrition items.

The actual decrease in
some items was over and
beyond the GST rate cuts,
including in table and
kitchen items, and utensils
too, she said.

There was a 20% to 25%

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in —

growth in television sales,
sparked by a growth in de-
mand, and electronics ma-
nufacturing was now see-
ing double digit growth,
the Union Minister for
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw said. “In fact,
there is now food deflation
of about 2%,” he added.

The GST reform, along
with major relief an-
nounced in Income Tax on
February 1 this year, was a
significant step towards en-
couraging savings and in-
creasing disposable in-
come for the people,
Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said.

“When infrastructure
development and daily es-
sentials become more af-
fordable, the combined
push from both supply and
demand sides helps the
economy grow faster, mak-
ing India the fastest-grow-
ing large economy in the
world,” Mr. Goyal said.
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Two-wheelers, four-wheelers, and consumer durable items, including television sets,
are among the 54 items of daily use where manufacturers have passed on the benefit of
GST (Goods and Services Tax) cuts, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Saturday.

SrufEar areH, IRufar aree 3R IuHeT Rere: awgy, S Seifas de +ff =i €,
3 54 3f I B awgat A €, e Hfarei 3 sfewdt (avg vd dar #7) & S @
Y IuHTarsii ab Tﬂ% T Sy faa Tt fAdar Sarwr 3 wfFear & @

“Since September 22, we have been getting information from zonal teams on all items, of
which we have been monitoring 54 items, where we wanted to ensure that the tax benefit is
reaching the consumer.

22 fideR @ &8 Wit awgeil W &g At @ wHeR) e 361 8, RFH @ g9 54 axgai ot
Wmtﬁm@%m%aggﬁ%aﬂ%%mmmummeﬁwuéaw%

Not even one item has the tax benefit not been passed to the consumer,” Ms. Sitharaman
said at a press conference on the ‘GST Bachat Utsav’ (savings festival).

o Wt g B T 61 § O] DR BT AT UG ad 7 Ugan a1, gt Harwvr 3 shewadt
TOd S (A HBfeeqa) R A B Hipb9 | Sl
Three-wheeler despatches grew by 5.5% to 84,000 units from 79,000 unlts%ear-on-year.
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Two-wheeler sales increased by 21.60 lakh units, with Hero MotoCorp Limited reporting
the highest monthly sales.

Srufear areHl ot fashl 7 21.60 @a SH134T Bt IS g8, o R Aidteid fofies 3 Jad
3iftre AT ot ool &1

Passenger vehicle dispatches touched 3.72 lakh units in September, and tractor sales
more than doubled, she said.

Rydar & TR are-l 3t fawl 3.72 aRa sP15al a9 Ugd! 3R Iae) @ faes) aR[A /@
3iftres 81 71, ITH el
Effective September 22, the government simplified the GST regime, reducing the four
existing tax slabs — 5%, 12%, 18%, and 28% — to two main slabs of 5% and 18%, with a
special 40% rate for certain goods.

22 Ry’ I THIR UV IWBR 7 SHTHE qumredt o |va g4, 3R Hiejgl IR R W —
5%, 12%, 18%, 31X 28% — HETHR &I BT TAF 5% 3R 18% 5T, Ay ) o awqafi & forg
fa=iy 40% &= @l
“There has been a flurry of buying and selling in those nine days,” the Finance Minister
said, speaking of the nine days of Navaratri that culminate in Dasara.
farr w3t 2 g1 o o A ol o it oiR faest 6t asft <6, S e = fRs 9 sl
TSTTepT THIU GRIGRT W gafT|
Dealers in consumer durables reported doubling of sales on the very first day, that is,
September 22.

wﬁyﬁmm\aﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ?, I 22 RydeR o) fagh & T R Bt
BRIkl

Manufacturers indicated that pre-bookings had begun and enquiries had surged.
Frafareit A garn & h-gfe e 8t gt B iR yzars d aslht or o4

TV manufacturers reported a 30%-35% increase in sales, as did makers of FMCG (fast
moving consumer goods), including in personal care and nutrition items.

&1t fmtarai A 30%-35% fosnt gfes; oo &1, U1 51 vweaRitsh (dsht | fawa aret SuHiar
3Id1e) & fAafarst A ot wer, e wiaa $aR 3R vivor Iarg T gl

The actual decrease in some items was over and beyond the GST rate cuts, including in
table and kitchen items, and utensils too, she said.

3o $al b oo axgall & SHgwdt I & Fetar | ff oftre it g3, o Saa, faamr 91
TEGE 3N o ot e B

There was a 20% to 25% growth in television sales, sparked by a growth in demand, and
electronics manufacturing was now seeing double digit growth, the Union Minister for
Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw said.
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e “In fact, there is now food deflation of about -2%,” he added.
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B

o The GST reform, along with major relief announced in Income Tax on February 1 this
year, was a significant step towards encouraging savings and increasing disposable
income for the people Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said.
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o “When infrastructure development and daily essentials become more affordable, the
combined push from both supply and demand sides helps the economy grow faster,
making India the fastest-growmg large economy in the world,” Mr. Goyal said.
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IMO vote on net-zero shipping plan postponed

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Pressured by the United
States, several member
countries of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) postponed a
vote on a strategic plan to

move the shipping indus-
try away from the use of
fossil fuel and become
‘net-zero’ by 2050.

In April, a sub-commit-
tee of the IMO had ap-
proved a framework to
bring in new fuel standard
for ships and a global pric-

ing mechanism for carbon
emissions. It was decided
then that countries would
formally vote in a meeting
in October to bring these
measures into force begin-
ning 2027.

At that time, 63 coun-
tries voted ‘yes’ (including

IMO vote on net-zero shipping plan postponed

R[-SoHor FRITUT TS IR STSuASt

1 aiféT =t

the 27 European Union
members, Brazil, China,
India, Canada, the UK.,
Korea and Japan) and 16,
including the United
States, against it.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 5

o Pressured by the United States, several member countries of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) postponed a vote on a strategic plan to move the shipping industry
away from the use of fossil fuel and become ‘net-zero’ by 2050.
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e 3T AT & gara 7,
FEUNT $I HGTRA YT & ITINT I G o SR 2050 TP [A-S TSI T
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¢ In April, a sub-committee of the IMO had approved a framework to bring in new fuel
standard for ships and a global pricing mechanism for carbon emissions.

3 A, rSTHaN P U Iu-FiAfa A ierel & foe U S84 A9 3R Hrdd IIsiq &
fore Ay e Frufvor @ oM & g ues far Wied fear Tl

e It was decided then that countries would formally vote in a meeting in October to bring
these measures into force beginning 2027.
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e Atthat time, 63 countries voted ‘yes’ (including the 27 European Union members, Brazil,
China, India, Canada, the U.K., Korea and Japan) and 16, including the United States,
against it.
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Gudalur’s violet revival:

K. Jeshi
COIMBATORE

Gudalur is shrouded in
mist and kurinji. These
clusters of bell-shaped
flowers have burst over the
hills after eight years,
painting them violet

“What is special is that it
has bloomed at Tamil Na-
du’s newly notified reserve
forest in Gudalur, the Nilgi-
ris,” says Supriya Sahu, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary,
Department of Environ-
ment, Climate Change and
Forests. The kurinji is not
just a rare flower but also
an indicator of climate
change. The flowering off-
ers an excellent barometer
of the grasslands. Where
there are healthy grass-
lands, there is mass flower-
ing, while disturbances
lead to patchy flowering.
“When you provide pro-
tection and conserve the
area, kurinji will certainly
bloom and will bring along
with it a lot of wildlife,” she
adds.

Ms. Sahu says the Tamil
Nadu government is on a
mission to create new for-
est areas. “In the last four-
and-a-half years, over 90
new forests have been not-
ified in Tamil Nadu which
is unprecedented. These
are legacy projects be-
cause they have been noti-

fied under the Tamil Nadu
Forest Act to increase the
green cover of the State,”
she says. “These flowers
have a lot of meaning to
the indigenous communi-
ties who know the timing
of the bloom. It’s a fantas-
tic sign of the biodiversity
coming back to the area —
something the indigenous

communities can take
pride in.”
One of the rarest flowers

in the world, the neelaku-
rinji (Strobilanthes kun-
thiana) blooms once every
12 years in the high-altitude
grasslands of the Western
Ghats. In Gudalur, the
mass bloom is of another
species of kurinji, Strobi-
lanthes  sessilis, which
blooms once in eight years.
Both are grassland species
but isolated to different al-
titudes: neelakurinji oc-
curs in grasslands of alti-
tude above 1,300 metres,
and sessilis in the lower
altitudes.

“Kurinji blooms are fas-
cinating,” says E. Kunhik-
rishnan, an expert on the
Western Ghats, adding that
there are as many as 60
species of these flowers
that are endemic to the
Western Ghats and they do
not grow anywhere else in
the world. “While the nee-
lakurinji is the most fa-
mous and charismatic,

Enticing species: Strobilanthes sessilis that blooms once in eight
years. SATHYAMOORTHY M.

there is karinkurinji that
blooms annually and sev-
eral others that bloom in
the periodicity of four
years, eight years, 10 years
(over 20 species), and 12
years.”

The mass flowering of-
ten provides a feast for but-
terflies, honeybees and
other insects. The purple
flowers hold a large
amount of nectar, which
especially attract the east-
ern honeybee. N. Venka-
tesh Prabhu, District For-
est Officer of Gudalur Gene
Pool, a key biodiversity
conservation site, says “Na-
dugani is a thriving biodi-
versity zone with over 100
species of trees endemic to
the Western Ghats. Sight-
ings of elephant herds and
tigers are common. It is a
haven for bird watchers.

Hornbills are sighted in
good numbers as well as
butterfly congregations.
Our botanist has docu-
mented the kurinji flower-
ing of Nadugani forest cov-
er, which is spread across
600 acres.”

According to V. Sunda-
resan, botanist at Gudalur
Gene Pool, the kurinji
blooms can be seen in pur-
ple, blue, white, or pink
colours. “For every single
colour, there will be 10
shades varying from dark
to light. There are 33 varie-
ties of kurinji in the Nilgi-
ris,” he adds.

Mysterious flora

Naturalist A.K. Pradeep
from Kottayam in Kerala,
who has a neelakurinji
named after him (Strobi-
lanthes pradeepiana), calls

Gudalur’s violet revival: the kurinji blooms again
TSTYR BT ST GAiRor: Hivelt fibe 1 fem

e Gudalur is shrouded in mist and kurinji. These clusters of bell-shaped flowers have burst over
the hills after eight years, painting them violet.

9% Hed 3 A

it a deeply mysterious and
enticing floral species. He
has followed kurinji flow-
ers all the way to Tapti in
Gujarat where the Western
Ghats taper and to Agas-
thya mountain ranges in
Ponmudi, near Thiruva-
nanthapuram, to photo-
graph and document va-
rious species of kurinji. His
study over two decades
proved that of the 450 ku-
rinji species the world ov-
er, 150 were in India. He
says, “Endemism is the
main characteristic of the
kurinji. 1 have photo-
graphed the Munnar hills
carpeted by the breathtak-
ing kunthiana blooms.
Mass blooming is indica-
tive of a healthy grassland
and a thriving wildlife.”
Mr. Pradeep recalls how
in 2011, Udhagamanda-
lam’s Doddabeta, where
Strobilanthes homotropa
(that flowers every 10
years) bloomed in thou-
sands, was reduced to a
couple of plants in the next
season in 2021. “It needs
favourable conditions for
germination. Climate
change, uncontrolled tou-
rism, and growth of inva-
sive species have an ad-
verse impact. The species
seen in one area cannot be
found in another. This is
precisely what makes the
kurinji hills a storehouse of

Y & TG, STeile, 94, HRT,
, o e e et oft =il o,

the kurinji blooms again

organic wealth,” Mr. Pra-
deep says. “In the Nilgiris,
Kodaikanal and Munnar,
we lost a major part of the
grasslands because of the
invasion of black wattle, a
species we introduced
from Australia,” says Pro-
fessor Kunhikrishnan.

Kurinji plants flower on-
ly once in a lifetime, a phe-
nomenon seen in certain
bamboo species that flow-
ers only once in 40 or 60
years. Once it flowers, its
dateline with death is set.
The next generation starts
from the germination of
the seeds. “The gregarious
blooms, bring spurts of
happiness, and vanish. It's
Nature’s mystery,” he says.
Since the plant species is
hugely dependent on mi-
croclimatic conditions, the
blooming is an indicator of
its habitat diversity and
presence of alpine condi-
tions for its survival. “The
blooms help study the
ecology, altitude, alpine
climate at high elevations
near the equator among
others. The grasslands are
unique, and a quick evolu-
tion is happening there.
The plant’s species diversi-
ty indicates its ability to
evolve and adapt. These
pockets need preserved.
Uncontrolled tourism has
to be avoided,” says Profes-
sor Kunhikrishnan.

THI M2 | TG & ATHR & Fal & 5 3 T 91 Ugedl IR
AT

o “What is special is that it has bloomed at Tamil Nadu’s newly notified reserve forest in
Gudalur, the Nilgiris,” says Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Forests.
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The kurinji is not just a rare flower but also an indicator of climate change.
mmw@uwﬁ%mmmmwﬂmﬁ%l

The flowering offers an excellent barometer of the grasslands. Where there are healthy
grasslands, there is mass flowering, while disturbances lead to patchy flowering.

ol RITT U % AT &1 TP I T Hdbad ¢ | 18] W U b AeH 81a ¢ d81 98 TR W
Hd e §, STafd auM gH R Bd ghal A faad g

“When you provide protection and conserve the area, kurinji will certainly bloom and will bring
along with it a lot of wildlife,” she adds.

TG 3T & ) GRET 3R W& Ha 7, af pivelt FHf¥a wu I @ sik 393 91y sgd
TR geig o T 98 et

Ms. Sahu says the Tamil Nadu government is on a mission to create new forest areas.

ot g Fach § o aftrerrg W U o &t & Fmio & BRA W g

“In the last four-and-a-half years, over 90 new forests have been notified in Tamil Nadu
which is unprecedented.

e W1e IR auf §, dftrerrg # 90 A 3iftres AT a1 g by MU, o 3ryyd B
These are legacy projects because they have been notified under the Tamil Nadu Forest
Act to increase the green cover of the State,” she says.

3 faRToa ufkaient § #ife 3% 9 & gia Smavul &1 g & fore aftremrg a1 sifufeas
& ded g forar a8, 98 Fed ¢

“These flowers have a lot of meaning to the indigenous communities who know the timing
of the bloom.

3 Foal T Jerare TG & o 9gd He@ § S Rae & THg &) S §

It's a fantastic sign of the biodiversity coming back to the area — something the indigenous
communities can take pride in.”

;%sg &= 7 9 fafaear &Y TRt &1 U6 IFER Jad § — of IR YeraRi age™ 1d &
"

One of the rarest flowers in the world, the neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana) blooms
once every 12 years in the high-altitude grasslands of the Western Ghats.

ST & HEd getH Fel | 9 U, SAadpivel (Strobilanthes kunthiana) 8% 12 I & T aR
uf3ft ure & 3 9 & Rerl | faear 3|

In Gudalur, the mass bloom is of another species of kurinji, Strobilanthes sessilis, which
blooms once in eight years.

TSR H, 99 UM WR faa $iislt @ Te 33 USifa Strobilanthes sessilis #7 8, S &
3T A1 § U& IR feddi g

Both are grassland species but isolated to different altitudes: neelakurinji occurs above
1,300 metres, and sessilis in the lower altitudes.

G STy YSTIfaal § Qifdh SIelT-31elT Sarsdl IR UTs Ik 6: -tadpieei 1,300 Hex
SW & g9 & HeHl § SR Affer Feaelt Sardl R

“Kurinji blooms are fascinating,” says E. Kunhikrishnan, an expert on the Westem Ghats.
PRSIt BT &1 PH® ¢,” T $8d § 3. FfRPwH, ol ufét ure & fagivw &1

He adds that there are as many as 60 species of these flowers that are endemic to the
Western Ghats and they do not grow anywhere else in the world.

I8 SSd & o 371 il BT THIHT 60 FTTfordl § oif Iiddt ure ot Rt § SR g & &gt
3R g I |

“While the neelakurinji is the most famous and charismatic, there is karinkurinji that blooms
annually and several others that bloom in the periodicity of four, eight, ten, and twelve
years (over 20 species).”

TS, & 3N IRE TUT & 3R W A & (20 F 34 i) I”

The mass flowering often provides a feast for butterflies, honeybees and other insects.

g3 M W e SRR faafr, aynfRaal oiv sra et & o Hist te a1 g
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e The purple flowers hold a large amount of nectar, which especially attracts the eastern
honeybee.
ST Gt H 3d B S T gt 8, of foRiy ®u & gdf ayuedt & Seifd Rl 7

¢ N. Venkatesh Prabhu, District Forest Officer of Gudalur Gene Pool, a key biodiversity
conservation site, says “Nadugani is a thriving biodiversity zone with over 100 species of
trees endemic to the Western Ghats.

TH. I UY, O S Ia & foran o e, S Ue yi wia fafaerar wvemr we g,

wﬁ%% TG Th T oid [y &3 § wigT ufddt are @5t 100 | i gaf wemforar o

e Sightings of elephant herds and tigers are common. It is a haven for bird watchers.
ST & S ofR 9Tl & €20 3 ¢ | Ug ueh ufal & forg @i g

e Hornbills are S|ghted in good numbers as well as butterfly congregations.

FiHTaeH &1 3BT He H 2P gl 3 SR A B foraferal & s Wi <@ 9§

e  “Our botanist has documented the kurinji flowering of Nadugani forest cover, which is spread
across 600 acres.”
%mﬁéﬁﬁsoomﬁﬁﬁwﬁmaﬁﬁm%@ﬁwmﬁvﬂw

"

e According to V. Sundaresan, botanist at Gudalur Gene Pool, the kurinji blooms can be seen
in purple, blue, white, or pink colours.

R, TR S e SRt SIS 3 SER, SR & war &7, 9a, wibe ar
ﬂ?lﬁﬁ T A 3 1 9Hhd B

e “For every single colour, there will be 10 shades varying from dark to light. There are 33
varieties of kurinji in the Nilgiris,” he adds.

‘YA 1 & oL 10 STET-SEHT VS B O TR A §eb b aiil | ARt & Hiveit @I 33
feei g ae Tsd Bl

Mysterious flora

o Naturalist A.K. Pradeep from Kottayam in Kerala, who has a neelakurinji named after him
(Strobilanthes pradeepiana), calls
I & PITAH A TPIGTE Td. W, R 71 R U Heapiieh (Strobilanthes
pradeepiana) I HH QT AT % Eb%?r %

e Itis a deeply mysterious and enticing floral species.
Tg U eS| eyl 3R st Iy gt 81

e He has followed kurinji flowers all the way to Tapti in Gujarat where the Western Ghats
taper and to Agasthya mountain ranges in Ponmudi, near Thiruvananthapuram, to
photograph and document various species of kurinji.
I5I- ORTd & TGt o, 1 Ui °Ie Ao §id g, sh?ﬁwqama?umlﬂqqg’l%
3T Udd f@erail e PRl Bl b1 SFTHT, BIHATHY 3R GHATduitepur foba

e His study over two decades proved that of the 450 kurinji species the world over, 150 were
in India.

@ﬁmﬁ%aw@ugmﬁ&n%gﬁmmﬁmaﬁ%owﬁﬁﬁ@ 150 HIRA
I
¢ He says, “Endemism is the main characteristic of the kurinji.
d Hgd §, “RATf®dT (Endemism) HRo &1 I faRvar g1
¢ | have photographed the Munnar hills carpeted by the breathtaking kunthiana blooms.
T gAR & vRIfa & R ot € o AHed HRAET Tal S e A
e Mass blooming is indicative of a healthy grassland and a thriving wildlife.”
¥ UM W e W gy 3R g a=aeial B dhd g1’
e Mr. Pradeep recalls how in 2011, Udhagamandalam’s Doddabeta, where Strobilanthes
homotropa (that flowers every 10 years) bloomed in thousands, was reduced to a couple of
plants in the next season in 2021.

ot 7T T1E HRd © fob 2011 T SLTHSAN P SIZTAST A, 58T Strobilanthes homotropa (S
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B 10 a9 T AT ©) BRI &1 Te & R o1, 2021 & 3ATelt B & Had $3 Wi b Rge
i
“It needs favourable conditions for germination. Climate change, uncontrolled tourism,
and growth of invasive species have an adverse impact.

<O BT F T e TRTRAIRRN Bt eiavued g1t 2| wrearg ufvadq, sifrifya
e, 3R SATHTHS Yool Bt gfe T 39 R THRIAS THTE TSl 5|
The species seen in one area cannot be found in another.

T &7 ¥ fexarg & areft iifal oY g &1 & = uran o webar|
This is precisely what makes the kurinji hills a storehouse of organic wealth,” Mr. Pradeep
says.

qﬁw%%maﬂuﬁr@mﬁﬁwmm VSR &7 It §,” off Uiy Fgd & |

“In the Nilgiris, Kodaikanal and Munnar, we lost a major part of the grasslands because of
the invasion of black wattle, a species we introduced from Australia,” says Professor
Kunhikrishnan.

A}, Freged-rd o TAR §, 507 Tyl &1 U6 931 fow i dicd & AT &
HROT @l fe, ﬁﬁmﬁmm”ﬁﬁ%ﬁwmmﬁl

Kurinji plants flower only once in a lifetime, a phenomenon seen in certain bamboo
species that flower only once in 40 or 60 years.

Fiel Uie Sfia # Fad Ue IR fAed €, 98 961 91 § ol $© I YelTfadl J @1 off §
ST B 40 T 60 INT & Us IR fIad g

Once it flowers, its dateline with death is set. The next generation starts from the
germination of the seeds.

é:aﬁawaaa%'@am%, ST Yog Y I 81 ST ¢ | ST Uigt diwil & SiHRuT I Y grat
|

“The gregarious blooms, bring spurts of happiness, and vanish. It's Nature’s mystery,” he
says.

wﬂ%ﬁ%w R & &[0 A1l & SIR R T B STl & | I Uephdl T 36w 3, 96 hodl

Smce the plant species is hugely dependent on microclimatic conditions, the blooming is
an indicator of its habitat diversity and presence of alpine conditions for its survival.

Fifer Ig Uit genfa geu srerarg uRfRufedl iR srafie R 8, S9! RaeHn sad smardt
fafaear sﬁwﬂﬁawﬁ%ﬁqmuﬂﬁrﬁmaﬂw@ﬁmﬂm%

“The blooms help study the ecology, altitude, alpine climate at high elevations near the
equator among others.

4 ot yTifRUfaaY, FHars, iR yHer 1T & URT S RITH U 3eurg STaarg ot e
T 3T HXA H Heg PR o |
The grasslands are unlque and a quick evolution is happening there.
' 3R 98T dWl {9 (evolution) BT 38T 81
The plant’s species diversity indicates its ability to evolve and adapt.

e & YTty fafaerar st faerT SR s@a &1 &dl & eIl 8|

“These pockets need to be preserved. Uncontrolled tourism has to be avoided,” says
Professor Kunhikrishnan.

g1 8501 T TRATUT 3TaRS 7 | SAfFrafid ude @ s @1y, Hed € MHWR pfeepwH|
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At IMO, 57 nations vote for delaying
framework for carbon-free shipping

Vote on implementation of the framework aimed at moving shipping industry away from fossil fuel has been postponed

for a year amid US. President’s ‘outrage’; Trump administration had issued threats against countries that had supported it

Jacob Koshy creased prices on Ameri- face in light of accelerating
NEW DELHI can Consumers OR, the climate change,” Ralph Re-
creation of a Green New  genvanu, Minister for Cli-

ressured by the Un- Scam Bureaucracy to mate Change, Republic of

ited States, mem-

ber countries of
the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) post-
poned a vote on a strategic
plan to move the shipping
industry away from the
use of fossil fuel and be-
come “net-zero” by 2050.

In April, a sub-commit-
tee of the IMO approved a
framework to bring in a
new fuel standard for
ships and a global pricing
mechanism for carbon
emissions. It was decided
then that countries would
formally vote in a meeting
in October to bring these
measures into force begin-
ning 2027.

At that time, 63 coun-
tries voted ‘yes’ (including
the 27 European Union
members, Brazil, China,
India, Canada, the UK.,
Korea and Japan) and 16,

Contentious issue: In April, a sub-committee of the IMO approved
a framework to bring in a new fuel standard for ships. AFp

including the United

States, against it.

U.S. threats
While countries such as
Saudi Arabia and Russia
have been opposed to the
framework, the United
States administration since
then continues to issue ex-
plicit threats against coun-
tries that had supported
the framework.

Ahead of the vote in

London on Friday, U.S.
President Donald Trump
posted on Truth Social: “I
am outraged that the Inter-
national Maritime Organi-
zation is voting in London
this week to pass a global
Carbon Tax. The United
States will NOT stand for
this Global Green New
Scam Tax on Shipping,
and will not adhere to it in
any way, shape, or form.
We will not tolerate in-

spend YOUR money on
their Green dreams. Stand
with the United States, and
vote NO in London
tomorrow!”

When proceedings be-
gan on October 14, deliber-
ations reportedly became
fractious. Ultimately, Sin-
gapore brought in a propo-
sal to delay a decision for a
year. Saudi Arabia pro-
posed a vote. This resulted
in 57 countries voting in fa-
vour of delay; 49 against it;
and 21 not voting.

The Hindu could not
confirm which way India
voted.

“We regret that IMO
members followed Singa-
pore’s initial proposal to
delay the adoption of the
framework by 12 months,
which Saudi Arabia called
to a vote. This is unaccep-
table given the urgency we

Vanuatu, who was present
at the meeting, said in a
statement.

“The IMO’s failure to
adopt the framework this
week marks a failure of
this United Nations agency
to act decisively on climate
change. This makes the
road to Bélem and beyond
more difficult. But we
know that we have interna-
tional law on our side and
will continue to fight for
our people and the pla-
net,” he added.

Shipping emissions

The 2023 IMO GHG (green-
house gas) Strategy — the
umbrella framework — en-
visages, in particular, a mi-
nimum 40% reduction in
carbon intensity of inter-
national shipping (to re-
duce CO: emissions per
transport work) by 2030.

At IMO, 57 nations vote for delaying framework for carbon-free shipping

SrseHant #, 57 A= A H1EA-god g & e # I8 & var A gae fHan

¢ Vote on implementation of the framework aimed at moving the shipping industry away from
fossil fuel has been postponed for a year amid U.S. President’s ‘outrage’; Trump
administration had issued threats against countries that had supported it.

agT SN Bl oAy 389 | g A 9 914 3118 & Srar-aa-

R HAGH &I Th a9 &

fore wifia o= fem m g, arﬁﬁa%vgqﬁr%s 3MHIRC & S, T8I YR = S oA Y et
& R RS ST gued= o i

e Pressured by the United States, member countries of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) postponed a vote on a strategic plan to move the shipping industry
away from the use of fossil fueI and become “net-zero” by 2050.

, SRTPTT HHEY |G (IMO) & &g =il A g IR Bl
Gﬂmméaq%waﬂn?{zgﬁaﬁ 3R 2050 TF “Ae-SIRY” T Bt IVFIfa® TSI R AdGH
DI RIFTT & e

e In April, a sub-committee of the IMO approved a framework to bring in a new fuel standard

for ships and a global pricing mechanism for carbon emissions.

T Tsd SAR®T

3rfe |, arguwan

FeadH

P TP IU-FFAA 3 SeToil & T AT Ee AF® 3R P Sodsid & fog
Wmﬁuﬁmmﬁaﬁ%ﬁuwmﬁmﬁr%

e It was decided then that countries would formally vote in a meeting in October to bring these

measures into force beginning 2027.
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9 T8 T4 foan T o1 T S=1 Srdga’ B IS o6 @ B SiUaiRe ¥4 ¥ AdeM S dlid J 3T
2027 | AN fHT S Tb |

At that time, 63 countries voted ‘yes’ (including the 27 European Union members, Brazil,
China, India, Canada, the U.K., Korea and Japan) and 16, including the United States,
against it. ]

39 THg, 63 411 A g1 W waar far (S 27 Ry |9 & Haw, s, 9H, Wk,
HATST, I, F., HINAT 3R ST WA A) 3R 16 =0, o e Irea mRHT ot 2y o,
4 faty ® gagH foan

U.S. threats o
AR yafear

While countries such as Saudi Arabia and Russia have been opposed to the framework, the
United States administration since then continues to issue explicit threats against
countries that had supported the framework.

OET AShel 3RT 3R T S W 39 & & ORIy A I8 ¢, I8 WYad sy U=ITH s ¥ 3
320 & e T mfear <ar o @1 § forein 39 gid &1 aad fosar

Ahead of the vote in London on Friday, U.S. President Donald Trump posted on Truth
Social: “| am outraged that the International Maritime Organization is voting in London this
week to pass a global Carbon Tax.

YHHAR I Te | AaeM ¥ Ugd, SR Ipufy SiAres ¢r 3 3y Wi | Ui fan H
STPIRTT § b SfeRTgIa Tl W6 34 UW6 dad A U diYd Hre- ¢l UIRd A & o
HIGH IR 8T ¢

The United States will NOT stand for this Global Green New Scam Tax on Shipping, and
will not adhere to it in any way, shape, or form.

Tgad o 3R 39 3l et 3T a1 3 fhdll 1t 0 a1 8% @ TR =Tel B

We will not tolerate increased prices on American consumers OR the creation of a Green
New Scam Bureaucracy to spend YOUR money on their Green dreams. Stand with the
United States, and vote NO in London tomorrow!”

g e Iunaarsil uR 9t Stual a1 3% givd TUI W SIS 01 Td $HRA o forg
forelt gfea STt N & Bl o seizd 781 S| Ty TSy ARST & Ty @S 8,
3R &d T & A1 H HolgH B

When proceedings began on October 14, deliberations reportedly became fractious.

I 14 AFEER DI & §s, Ol 991 B T I 991Gl g1 TS|

Ultimately, Singapore brought in a proposal to delay a decision for a year. Saudi Arabia
proposed a vote.

3ida:, RimgR = fAvfa ot ver af & forg wuffa 37 &1 Uara @11 T4l 3RT A AdeH &I
dTa fear |

This resulted in 57 countries voting in favour of delay; 49 against it; and 21 not voting.
U IRUMAGEY 57 M = 33 & g&i ¥, 49 7 faRiy o, 3R 21 3= 7 waer =81 fwan)
The Hindu could not confirm which way India voted.

g g a8 IfP 78 R 91 & URd = 5w yoR gagr fean

“We regret that IMO members followed Singapore’s initial proposal to delay the adoption of
the framework by 12 months, which Saudi Arabia called to a vote.

g0 We ¢ & msuwHait & e e A RITIR & URfi® wRa1a &1 Ut $Rd gU 12 Wi
& fo o @ oM H 8 1, fO8 Wl 8R4 A Ada & fo gamn”

“This is unacceptable given the urgency of accelerating climate change,” said Ralph
Regenvanu, Minister for Climate Change, Republic of Vanuatu, who was present at the
meeting.

AR URad ®1 diaar S 3@d gT U8 e €, T Fl At Ioarg, II30Md
TURTSY & Saarg giad=T #3, off d6@ § SufRyd 31

“The IMO'’s failure to adopt the framework this week marks a failure of this United Nations
agency to act decisively on climate change.

S I8 Gl P UM H SMSTAS B! [Aherar, HYer P ToAw o sTerarg uhad R
furiae SRarg #31 # fawadr o i g1 e
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This makes the road to Bélem and beyond more difficult. But we know that we have
international law on our side and will continue to fight for our people and the planet,” he
added.

T8 A IR 3T B g B 3R IS 571 <l 5| Afb g9 Uall & o gAR Uy SfeRigra A
BT gAY § 3R 89 30wl ik Ug & fore T ot &7, 3= S

Shipping emissions

The 2023 IMO GHG (greenhouse gas) Strategy — the umbrella framework — envisages, in
particular, a minimum 40% reduction in carbon intensity of international shipping (to reduce
CO2 emissions per transport work) by 2030.

2023 TETHS Shuastt (ferey f¥) T — S U e & g — 3%y U & 2030
T SRITHT rag ot Sra- digar § YAad 40% t B (Ui TR S CO2 IS Y
P HA) B IR Bl |
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What are the new
PF withdrawal
guidelines?

Why have the norms been changed?
What has been the response? Why are
Opposition parties opposing it?

A.M. Jigeesh

The story so far:

meeting of the Central Board of Trustees
A (CBT) of the Employees Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) held in Delhi on
October 13 announced a number of measures for
partial withdrawal of PF funds, which the
government claimed was to enhance the “ease
of living” of an EPFO subscriber.

What are the new provisions?

The CBT approved the merger of “13 complex
provisions” for withdrawal into a single,
streamlined rule under three categories —
essential needs (illness, education, marriage),
housing needs and special circumstances. Till
now, a member could withdraw only the
employee contribution to the PF and its interest
ranging from 50-100%. Now, the member can
withdraw from the employer contribution as
well. The decision faced flak from Opposition
parties, trade unions and even employers’
organisations. Though employees can withdraw
up to 100% of the eligible balance in the PF
including employee and employer share during
their service, a new provision has been made
that 25% of the contributions in an account
should be maintained as minimum balance at all
times. The CBT also decided to change the
conditions for availing premature final
settlement. If a person is leaving the job, he/she

cannot
The government argues withdraw the
that the new rules will full PF amount
ensure a better final within two
Provident Fund settlement, rﬁomhs asls
but trade union activists LI ORI

int out that the new Now the

pOIn_ . s . person can
provisions will 'dismantle’  ithdraw the
the safety net amount only

after 12

months. The final pension can be withdrawn
only after 36 months, from the present two
months. “75% of the amount can be withdrawn
immediately after leaving the job, and the full
amount can be withdrawn after being
unemployed for one year,” the government said.

What is the government’s argument?

The government said that frequent withdrawals
earlier caused breaks in service, leading to
rejection of many pension cases. It argues that at
the time of final settlement, employees were left
with very little money. “The above provisions
will ensure continuity of the employee’s service,
a better final PF settlement amount, and
financial security for the family,” the
government said. The government also claimed
that it will help the member to enjoy the higher
rate of interest offered by the EPFO along with
compounding benefits to accumulate a high
value retirement corpus. Earlier, withdrawal for
marriage or house purchase was allowed only
after 5-7 years and the government said now it
can be done after just one year. “Withdrawal
limits for education or illness have also been
made more flexible. Additionally, in any special
circumstances or emergencies, the full eligible
amount can be withdrawn up to twice a year
without any questions asked,” it said.

What is the Opposition saying?

Opposition MPs Manickam Tagore and Saket
Gokhale said in separate statements that the
Centre is being cruel to pensioners and EPFO
subscribers. “Pensioners and job-losers are
being punished for needing their own
savings...,” Mr. Tagore said on social media. Both
MPs held that the new rules are not for the
benefit of workers as the worker will have to
wait to get access to his or her hard-earned
savings. Mr. Gokhale called the new rule
“draconian” and said persons who lose their
jobs will not be able to meet their expenses for a
full year when their PF withdrawal is blocked.

What is the position of trade unions?

The All-India Trade Union Congress General
Secretary, Amarjeet Kaur, demanded scrapping
of the rules. “Financial prudence in the face of
privation is a rude joke played on the
unemployed,” she said. She said 87% of the
EPFO members have less than %1 lakh and 50%
of them hold only less than 20,000, as per
EPFO’s own data. “The low levels of financial
stability are directly attributed to the low wages
of majority members. This being the case,
holding back 25% of the savings as minimum
balance is nothing but preying on the weak,” she
alleged. K.E. Raghunathan, former member of
the CBT representing employers, said the new
rules are deeply concerning and regressive.
According to him, PF savings are not meant to
be treated as recurring deposits for short-term
liquidity. “They are structured to provide dignity
and financial protection at the end of a worker’s
career. By allowing repeated full withdrawals,
we risk leaving millions with negligible
retirement savings and no fallback when income
ceases,” he said, adding that the decision is not
empowerment- it is erosion. “The temptation to
withdraw will rise, and the long-term
consequences will be irreversible. We are
effectively dismantling the safety net that
generations have relied upon,” he added.

What are the new
PF withdrawal
guidelines?

T3 fivw ARt
fewm-fAdw s g2

o A meeting of the
Central Board of
Trustees (CBT) of the
Employees
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO)
held in Delhi on
October 13
announced a number
of measures for partial
withdrawal of PF
funds, which the
government claimed
was to enhance the
“‘ease of living” of an
EPFO subscriber.
AR yiaw AR
IS4 (EPFO) &

pad ORIl Hsd
(CBT) &1 13
! foeeht o g8 dod o
ew %S of ik
frerht % o 3
HeHl DI Yo B TR,
S WPHR A EPFO
e & “wita 3t
ol 9gM & U
o §am|

What are the new
provisions? ]
U YTaUT R 8?2

e The CBT approved
the merger of “13
complex provisions”
for withdrawal into a
single, streamlined
rule under three
categories —
essential needs
(iliness, education,
marriage), housing
needs and special
circumstances.

cBT A ot 4 I

“13 Sifed yraur & fdR diF ARl — gaya
STazgedd (A, e, faare), smarfia srazasant ik fagiy ufifRufaar — & agd te
TPtpd s | 9gaH &1 HoRt &1
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Till now, a member could withdraw only the employee contribution to the PF and its interest
ranging from 50-100%. Now, the member can withdraw from the employer contribution as
well.

3F I Yo Had HHARY S 3R I W e a1d 50-100% SATST 1 b R Jobal
YTl e g e siweg= ¥ o Aerh o g

The decision faced flak from Opposition parties, trade unions and even employers’
organisations.

=Y fufa @t faueh gat, 25 gfa= oik Tt 9@ & fFrdiear Tre 3 off sretesr a1
Though employees can withdraw up to 100% of the eligible balance in the PF including
employee and employer share during their service, a new provision has been made that 25%
of the contributions in an account should be maintained as minimum balance at all times.
gTeiifes HHARY U= YaT & SR HHARY R e g1 & s wfgd Fiew &1 100%
T R FAHTd Tohd €, At 3d T a1 UTae™ Sl 41 ¢ o @1d § 25% 3i=IeM & <gAad
Y AR & =Y F A 91 3ifHard g

The CBT also decided to change the conditions for availing premature final settlement.

CBT = qd-warfey et @1 =raf & of ggama $=A &1 ok feran)

If a person is leaving the job, he/she cannot withdraw the full PF amount within two months
as is the norm now.

I PIs Afad DL BISdl 8, Al 98 316 BT ARG ot Al & R )T U e 151 FHbra
qH |

Now the person can withdraw the amount only after 12 months.

3 AfRkT Bad 12 AL & 91G g1 AR FobTel FbT|

The final pension can be withdrawn only after 36 months, from the present two months.
Sifo 9 Had 36 HEH & a8 &1 Foral o obilt, Safds adq o I8 3afe §f e 8|

“75% of the amount can be withdrawn immediately after leaving the job, and the full amount
can be withdrawn after being unemployed for one year,” the government said.

WBR A Fgl, b} BISA & R §IG 75% AT (BTl ST Jhelt B, 3R TP ay deb SRR
354 & aIE T iR el S w1

What is the government’s argument?
PR T qP FIT 82

The government said that frequent withdrawals earlier caused breaks in service, leading to
rejection of many pension cases.

WPR A Bl [ Ugd IR-IR & 715 o1t ¥ a1 7 vprae it 2, e o5 9=+ argal
DI IIHR B TS|

It argues that at the time of final settlement, employees were left with very little money.

WWRBHR B Hg1 ¢ b siferwr frver & T wraiial & Uy sgd &8 «=RIRT gt oAt

“The above provisions will ensure continuity of the employee’s service, a better final PF
settlement amount, and financial security for the family,” the govemment said.

WHR = Hgl, “SRIG TG HHART BI JaT Pt fARawdr, dgar sifew fiuw Fuer uf,
3R gRaR ot nffe JRem AT s
The govemment also claimed that it will help the member to enjoy the higher rate of interest

offered by the EPFO along with compounding benefits to accumulate a high value
retirement corpus.

WHR 3 78 f grar i fs 399 Iexr &1 EPFO gRT fU 9 a1d 3= &1l &R 3R ahgfs
AU 1 HraeT e, S U6 3= Yedd Qarfgit I 4R g1 9|

Earlier, withdrawal for marriage or house purchase was allowed only after 5-7 years and
the government said now it can be done after just one year.

U5 faarg a1 &R WieA & o RaRi dad 5-7 A1d 916 81 9Hd o, dfds WPHR = &gl &
3{d U8 PHad Th q9 a1G I S Tl |

“Withdrawal limits for education or iliness have also been made more flexible. Additionally,
in any special circumstances or emergencies, the full eligible amount can be withdrawn up
to twice a year without any questions asked,” it said.

IWHR A BT, ‘TR a1 AR & forw Rerd & dar o) it 3ifde d=iar s 1 g1 359%
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Sterrar, fasdt off fary ufefRufe am smura fRufa &, quf ursr ifr &1 9rer & @Y aR a fa fossdt
% & FIepTel ol Tl 21

What is the Opposition saying?

fauer o %8 @1 82

Opposition MPs Manickam Tagore and Saket Gokhale said in separate statements that the
Centre is being cruel to pensioners and EPFO subscribers.

fauelt i ATeH R SR AThd MRad 7 S{eT-31e §H1 8 Hal {6 g TRPR
IxFURRY iR EPFO et & ufa §= 81 el 5|

“Pensioners and job-losers are being punished for needing their own savings...,” Mr. Tagore
said on social media.

&t IR 3 IRret HfEa R Fel, U ok s aM aral @ s 8 g9 B
SIRERd & forg fsd fpar g1 3.

Both MPs held that the new rules are not for the benefit of workers as the worker will have to
wait to get access to his or her hard-earned savings.

T TSt 7 Pet fob T 7T oy Sl & Ra # 781 § wife 3= 3 Bl g &
F9d dP Uga & 101U SAVR BT TS|

Mr. Gokhale called the new rule “draconian” and said persons who lose their jobs will not be
able to meet their expenses for a full year when their PF withdrawal is blocked.

St TRaet 3 T 99 BT “BSR” FT 3R HT [ D! bl gl el &, 3 G¥ Th a9 adb
3T T ¥ AR PR UTH o 3! UIew R et S|

What is the position of trade unions?

¢ gi~rl ot & fRAfa 82

The All-India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) General Secretary, Amarjeet Kaur,
demanded scrapping of the rules.

g S (AITUC) &1 Herfd SrReitd SR A 37 Fgdl &I ¥ &
P AT DI

“Financial prudence in the face of privation is a rude joke played on the unemployed,” she
said.

I5IH e, “duT & T =i SaW SRISRT IR {31 71 U SeR el 5 1

She said 87% of EPFO members have less than %1 lakh and 50% of them hold only less
than 20,000, as per EPFO’s own data.

321 el 5 EPFO 3T el & S8R, 87% TaT % U ¢ 91 @ B9 31K 50%
HEH & U $Had 220,000 T HH &1 AR 5

“The low levels of financial stability are directly attributed to the low wages of majority
members. This being the case, holding back 25% of the savings as minimum balance is
nothlng but preying on the weak,” she alleged.

SR T, i R 1 o TR W) R TR iz wewd & 1 399 9 et
21 U0 25% o B) YA VY H S T AT PHASRY BT G121

K.E. Raghunathan, former member of the CBT representing employers, said the new rules
are deeply concerning and regressive.
CBT & Ud Wew 3R frnaarent & wfafaf¥ &.5. Tg-mu 2 o1 i v g iR Riar &1
fawa o ufarmdt €
According to him, PF savings are not meant to be treated as recurring deposits for short-
term liquidity.
;ﬁ%a@m, FiUw 994 & ACUPTAD aRedl &b fo1T Tad oTHT & F9 J g1 &M ST

I
“They are structured to provide dignity and financial protection at the end of a worker’s
career. By allowing repeated full withdrawals, we risk Ieaving millions with negligible
retirement savings and no fallback when income ceases,” he said.

IEIH B, %WW%W%&HﬁW&ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂH&?&H%ﬁ%WWH@
g1 9R-9R uf ferRf &t orufa 37 T &9 arE) | & vy Qarfaf a9 ok oma
THTE g1 TR $IS HERT gl SIS $I SiiaH 6138 6 1"

He added that the decision is not empowerment — it is erosion. “The temptation to
withdraw will rise, and the long-term consequences will be irreversible. We are effectively
dismantling the safety net that generations have relied upon,” he added.
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Why do elephants face a jumbo challenge?

What has the latest study thrown up? Why was the census conducted across four landscapes?

Which are the best habitats for elephants? What are some of the issues the elephant population

has to encounter? What can be done about elephant-human conflicts?

Rahul Karmakar

The story so far:
he Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
released its report, the ‘Status of
Elephants in India’, on October 14.
The estimation of 22,446 elephants
across four landscapes elicited comparison with
the 2017 figure of 29,964, although the report
said the DNA-based method, used for the first
time to estimate elephants, “may be treated as a
new monitoring baseline for further research”.

Why was the new methodology adopted?
The first elephant population estimation was
conducted in 1929 across the forests of the
United Province, comprising present-day Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Estimates till 1978
relied on the direct total count method,
involving the averaging of figures obtained from
three direct visual counts conducted at 10-day

intervals at the forest beat level. The inception of

Project Elephant in 1992 led to a shift in

population estimation practices every five years,

employing diverse methods, including total
count, tracking-based total count, registration
count, water hole count, sample count, transect
count, and dung count. The choice of method
varied across sites for elephant population

hﬁmﬁe?ing exercise: Karmataka harbours the highest number of wi

The study
points to
rapid
fragment-
ation of
elephant
habitats

ild

elephants. It is also one of the hotspots of human-elephant conflict. M.A. SRIRAM

monitoring, making comparison difficult. The
Synchronised Elephant Census was conducted
in 2005, 2010, and 2017, using total (direct)
count, sample block count, line transect dung
(indirect) count, and waterhole count. The
limitations of this method led to the
Synchronous All-India Elephant Estimation
(SAIEE) method for 2021-25.

What is SAIEE 2021-25?

Asian elephants (Elephas maximus) occupy a
fraction of their historical range in the Indian
subcontinent. The last pre-SAIEE estimate in
2017 put their number at 29,964, down by 87
from the 2012 count. Now, the SAIEE has
revealed that there are 22,446 elephants, a
drastic drop of 7,518 over eight years. However,
wildlife experts from WII and State Forest
Departments advised against any comparison
because the new programme sought to eliminate
the drawbacks of the previous methods and
could not be undertaken in areas such as the
Andaman Islands (25 elephants in 2017),
primarily due to a low budget. They said the
SAIEE data would serve as the baseline for
estimation using the method in future. SAIEE
entailed dividing India into 100 sq. km cells and
then into 4 sq. km grids, each uniquely coded so
that subsequent inferences could be compared
on the same spatial scale and extent.
Enumerators surveyed 6,66,977 km on foot
covering 1,88,030 trails and transects, and
collected 21,056 elephant dung samples during
the three-phase exercise. The focus of the first
phase was on data collection with these
components: carnivore and mega-herbivore sign
encounters, ungulate (hoofed animals)
abundance, vegetation status, human
disturbance, and dung counts. Phase Two
involved assessing habitat characteristics and
anthropogenic impacts, such as vegetation
cover, forest patch size, human footprint etc.
Phase Three emphasised spatially explicit
abundance estimation, with human impact and
habitat characteristics factored in.

How have the landscapes fared?
The study was conducted across four
elephant-bearing landscapes. The Western

Why do elephants face a jumbo challenge?

et U fammer gt &1 qrvAT = R I 22

o The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) released its report, the ‘Status of Elephants in India’,

on October 14.

Ghats landscape encompassing Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu accounted for 11,934
elephants, which is 53.17% of the all-India
estimate. Karnataka led the chart with 6,013
elephants, followed by Tamil Nadu with 3,136
and Kerala with 2,785 elephants. The North
Eastern Hills and Brahmaputra Flood Plains,
comprising seven (minus Sikkim) northeastern
States and northern West Bengal, offered the
second-best habitat with 22.22% of India’s
elephants. Assam topped the table here with
4,159 elephants. The other two landscapes —
Shivalik Hills and Gangetic Plains (Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar) and Central India and
Eastern Ghats comprising seven States,
including Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Telangana, Odisha, and southern West Bengal —
recorded 9.18% and 8.42% of the country’s total
elephants. Uttarakhand recorded the most
elephants (1,792) in these two landscapes,
followed by Odisha with 912.

What does the study portend?

The study points to rapid fragmentation of
elephant landscapes due to expanding
commercial plantations (coffee and tea), invasive
plants, farmland fencing, human encroachment,
mining, and developmental projects. This
fragmentation has prompted elephants to
venture into areas devoid of the animal for at
least 200 years, resulting in conflicts with
humans lacking cultural coexistence experience
and posing a threat to elephant populations. A
case in point is Andhra Pradesh to which herds
migrated from three adjoining States. The first
herd moved from the Hosur-Dharmapuri forests
of Tamil Nadu to Kuppam and Palamaner Forest
Divisions of Chittoor district in 1980. More
elephants from Tamil Nadu and Bannerghatta in
Karnataka migrated between 1983 and 1986.
While Karnataka harbours the highest number
of wild elephants in India, it is also one of the
major hotspots for human-elephant conflict. For
instance, the contiguous forests of Nagarhole,
Bandipur, and BRT Hills face threats from
frequent forest fires, development projects and
plantations of acacia and eucalyptus. Similar
issues have escalated human-elephant conflicts
in Kerala. Tamil Nadu’s most critical habitats are
the Nilgiris and Coimbatore Forest Division,
where conflicts have claimed 150 human and 170
elephant lives so far. Experts underscore the
need to engage with communities for
sensitisation campaigns in elephant-occupied
areas and newly colonised places.

YRR g=geiia GRIT (W) 7 14 SFEaR I 30+ RO “URd H gifdal ot fRufer SR &1

e The estimation of 22,446 elephants across four landscapes elicited comparison with the
2017 figure of 29,964, although the report said the DNA-based method, used for the first
time to estimate elephants, “may be treated as a new monitoring baseline for further

research”.
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IR UREA! H 22,446 BIAGT &1 3AM 2017 & 29,964 & 3ATHS I ol o forg URd g,
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Why was the new methodology adopted?

R JUTS T2

The first elephant population estimation was conducted in 1929 across the forests of the
United Province, comprising present-day Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

qwmﬁmmwwzeﬁqsns%auﬁﬁv%aﬁﬁﬁmww S adum SR
3T 3R ITRIGS WA &

Estimates till 1978 relied on the direct total count method, involving the averaging of figures
obtained from three direct visual counts conducted at 10-day intervals at the forest beat
level.

1978 I & THH W& Hol ToMT fafts iR simenRa 2, fored Siret dlie wR W 10-IGawfia
SfeRTeT & R Y T Fearel € O & S e &

The inception of Project Elephant in 1992 led to a shift in population estimation practices
every five years, employing diverse methods including total count, tracking-based total
count, registration count, water hole count, sample count, transect count, and dung
count.

1992 H TiSide TRIte &1 Y3 & 1Y SHURAT A TGl § 8% Ui a9 § Seard 31,
SR et T, SfBT-Smenia TurT, IR P1de, dle? T Brde, Hua B, giia
FI3e IR MR UM S faftrat SroeR TS|

The choice of method varied across sites for elephant population monitoring, making

comparison difficult.

gﬁaﬂmﬁwﬁﬁ%mﬁfﬁwwﬁmaam*fm SET-SITRT T, Fr Y JT BT Hid

Rl

The Synchronised Elephant Census was conducted in 2005, 2010, and 2017, using total

(d|rect) count, sample block count, line transect dung (indirect) count, and waterhole count.
STRTUTET 2005, 2010 30R 2017 § &1 TS, ﬁmﬁﬁ(um&r)m Jdud

TP PIae, ATg giaae MR (am&r)maﬁ?amﬁamwwcmﬁmnw

The limitations of this method led to the Synchronous All-India Elephant Estimation

(SAIEE) method for 2021-25.

T faftr ot Treft A 2021-25 & forw Rispiw Sifa-3fEaT uferthe TR (SAIEE) Al &

faehTe b1 URe faba|

What is SAIEE 2021-25?
SAIEE 2021-25 T 27

Asian elephants (Elephas maximus) occupy a fraction of their historical range in the Indian
subcontinent.

Qﬁm'l'&; ET‘t'ﬁ (Elephas maximus) lﬂ?‘cﬁ'ﬂGﬂ'ﬂE’@Uﬁ 304 ﬁﬁ'&ﬂﬁ@ &3 & pad W%@W
Heoll I 7 |

The last pre-SAIEE estimate in 2017 put their number at 29,964, down by 87 from the 2012
count.

2017 & 3ifcd W-SAIEE S0 | 37! WSAT 29,964 TS 715, S 2012 B TUMT H 87 HH |
Now, the SAIEE has revealed that there are 22,446 elephants, a drastic drop of 7,518 over
eight years.

39, SAIEE 3 G faran g fb 22,446 g1 §, STt 3116 auf A 7,518 &1 98t fiRTde o2ian 3|

However, wildlife experts advised against any comparison because the new programme
sought to eliminate the drawbacks of previous methods

ggoiig faRiest A fddt off a1 & e oA &1 IaTe <f Fifer Ta1 Hrderd et
ﬁfﬁa‘rﬁmﬁwaﬂfﬁméw

The SAIEE data would serve as the baseline for estimation using this method in future.

SAIEE 31 Hfaw ¥ 39 faftr & o AM &M & g SmemR 3@ & =0 & S HT |
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Enumerators surveyed 6,66,977 km on foot covering 1,88,030 trails and transects, and
collected 21,056 elephant dung samples during the three- phase exercise.

UGS 3 6,66,977 A tac e 1,88 ,030 ST 3R TRTEH B! HaR a1 3R fiH-
RO 312 3 SR 21 ossﬁ@%ﬁm%ﬁwml

How have the landscapes fared?

uf¥exal &1 UgRH &1 wE1?

The study was conducted across four elephant-bearing landscapes.

g 39 IR gTi-arit ufvezal 7 fasar

The Western Ghats landscape encompassing Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu
accounted for 11,934 elephants (53.17%) of the all-India estimate.

uf3ptt are uivewy, SR Fefew, R iR aftranrg wfie €, & 3w & $a AT ST
DT 53.17% (11,934) Tra1 14|

Karnataka led the chart with 6,013 elephants, followed by Tamil Nadu (3,136) and Kerala
(2,785).

Fle®d 6,013 STRAAT & WY T 31F T, IUP §IE AfHaTg (3,136) 3R Hd (2,785) 7|
The North Eastern Hills and Brahmaputra Flood Plains offered the second-best habitat
with 22.22% of India’s elephants led by Assam (4,159 elephants).

IR-gdf ueTfSai iR S a1¢ A A 22.22% BIAI & Y GORT G 33T ATaT YaH
fora, ForreT A 3T (4,159 g1t = foeam|

The other two landscapes — Shivalik Hills and Gangetic Plains, and Central India and
Eastern Ghats — recorded 9.18% and 8.42% respectively.

3 3 yRexd — Rrarfere ugifear 8iv 7 & AgH, TuT geg URd iR gdf ure — 3 wo=r:
9.18% 31K 8.42% Gui foha|

What does thge study portend?
ST T b ol 82

The study points to rapid fragmentation of elephant habitats due to commercial
plantations, invasive plants, farmland fencing, human encroachment, mining, and
developmental projects.

3T TGRS I, STehrie e, Y Yy Ft arsad), Ara sifassyor, @@= iR
mq&qﬁwaﬁ$wa?ﬁam$ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁaﬁsmmm%|

This has prompted elephants to venture into new areas, resulting in human-elephant
conflicts.

39 g1l B AE &= # o & fore ORa forar B, o wraa-gredt wad s €1

For instance, Andhra Pradesh saw herds migrating from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
between 1980 and_ 1986. .
SCIGRUT & T, SHTSY FA=T = 1980 | 1986 & o ATHTATg 3R FAIcd I FSI I YA Hrd
<

While Karnataka harbours the highest number of wild elephants, it is also one of the major
hotspots for human-elephant conflict.

gl Pie® B gad 3w siel grft 8, a8t ug ura-grdt wud &1 uw v g 4 7

Tamil Nadu’s Nilgiris and Coimbatore divisions have seen 150 human and 170 elephant
deaths so far due to such conflicts.

afenTg 3R PRITER T THURN & 3 b T Just H 150 AT 3R 170 TR
&1 HId 81 9! 5

Experts underscore the need to engage with communities for sensitisation campaigns in
elephant-occupied and newly colonised areas.

faive greft-Fare ok T a@ &5 °f TSag=ftern sftami & forg Ter &) wmfird A Bt
AT HdT TR SR 2d B
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The most ancient Indian wolf is set to be a new species

Divya Gandhi

A discreet, charismatic de-
nizen of scrubland and
grasslands, the Indian wolf
(Canis lupus pallipes),
whose population has
dwindled to just around
3,000 individuals in India
and Pakistan, is likely to be
classified as a new species
by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

The Indian wolf was first
placed within the umbrella
genus of the grey wolf that

roamed swathes of Asia.
However, it has the oldest
living lineage of the world’s
wolves.

The canine has also
been listed as “vulnera-
ble”, bringing it much-
needed attention as well as
incentives to protect it and
conserve its rapidly shrink-
ing habitat.

This animal faces many
threats, YV. Jhala, former
dean of the Wildlife Insti-
tute of India and now a se-
nior scientist of the Indian
National Science Academy,

explained. They are poi-
soned for preying on lives-
tock, their natural prey
base is vastly depleted in
its fragile habitat, and the
semi-arid areas they inha-
bit are destroyed by high-
ways and renewable ener-
gy projects, Dr. Jhala told
The Hindu.

“A den site [ studied in
Kutch is now engulfed by
the Adani Solar Farm.”

The wolf’s persecution
is curious, as they aren’t
known to attack humans.
“There have been two re-

cent spates of wolf-human
conflict, one in 1996 and
the other last year in Bah-
raich district [in Uttar Pra-
desh],” Dr. Jhala said.
According to reports,
since September, six peo-
ple, including four chil-
dren, were killed and 30
others were injured in wolf
attacks in Bahraich. Mean-
while, almost the entire
pack was shot to death.
“There has been a call
for over two decades to
have it be declared a dis-
tinct species,” Abi Vanak,

director of the Centre for
Policy Design at the Asho-
ka Trust for Research in
Ecology, Bengaluru, told
The Hindu.

‘Best models’

“The Indian wolf is already
under Schedule 1 of the
Wildlife Protection Act.
The wolf, like the bustards
and other denizens of the
open natural ecosystems,
do not need strict protect-
ed areas. Rather they serve
as the best models for co-
existence, and this is what

needs to be incentivised.
With the downgrading of
the wolf to ‘vulnerable’ (I
don’t call it upgrading),
hopefully more interna-
tional attention and funds
can flow towards its con-
servation, and the protec-
tion of its habitats.”

Going forward, Dr. Jhala
said, it’s important to ack-
nowledge the IUCN assess-
ment by developing a na-
tional policy and
management plan for the
unique, ancient Indian
wolf.

The most ancient Indian wolf is set to be a new species

a9 Ui URdg 9f$ar ve 78 yenfa 999 ST e

e A discreet, charismatic denizen of scrubland and grasslands, the Indian wolf (Canis lupus
pallipes), whose population has dwindled to just around 3,000 individuals in India and
Pakistan, is likely to be classified as a new species by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

ST 3R G &AM BT U FUHT 3R HR=ATS fArardt, WRaa Af$aT (Canis lupus
palllpes) Tt SaTdt WRd 3R urfhar # »dd 3,000 fdwal a 9 TS §, I UPpfa
HREUT & forg SiaRfia |9 (IUCN) ERT TS 71§ WSiTial & &0 & Fiigpd BT 9 ST GHIG 5|

e The Indian wolf was first placed within the umbrella genus of the grey wolf that roamed
swathes of Asia.
YR HfST & (& & TRMT & o= & § 9o+ ard 3 9o (YR WeT) &1 qe1 uenfa
(genus) & 3fdid TaT 7T |
o However, it has the oldest living lineage of the world’s wolves.
BT, S g  UREa) 9 e v shfdd gRmaet o |
o The canine has also been listed as “vulnerable”, bringing it much-needed attention as well
as incentives to protect it and conserve its rapidly shrinking habitat.

&nawmﬁsh?auﬁa\-xﬁ

T H1E (RFST) B “3RRFE (vulnerable)” & U H Qe fvar ma g, oo 59
A RIped TR BT T8 3R TRET 3 forw Hiere firer 7

e This animal faces many threats, Y.V. Jhala, former dean of the Wildlife Institute of India

and now a senior scientist of the Indian National Science Academy, explamed
3 SR Pl Bg WeR) BT T 31 ISl 8,

T o WIRAT I=eita

TR (Wildlife

Institute of India) & Jd S 3R 3d mv@uﬁﬁm 3PIGH! & IRy IxTfe ars. 4.
T A S|
o They are poisoned for preying on livestock, their natural prey base is vastly depleted in its
fragile habitat, and the semi-arid areas they inhabit are destroyed by highways and
renewable energy projects, Dr. Jhala told The Hindu.

3% U TR AT B &
I AT 3TaT § §gd

PRUT WeR 3R IR f&um Sren 8, 3@ wipfas
¥ B1 T 8, 3R o5 3ref-3rep g 7 3 64 €, 92 g7da 8k

Tdtezoity St uRaisrsit @ Ay fo STeT €, 7. S 3 @ Bg ! aar
o “Aden site | studied in Kutch is now engulfed by the Adani Solar Farm.”
09 Pe3 A T Wi e &1 sreay fbar o, a8 3@ 3rgr WeR Wi gR1 foR g1

e The wolf's persecution is curious, as they aren’t known to attack humans.

Higal &1

Jafte selia @ mﬂ%éw@wmmﬁ%@ﬁwﬁaﬁ

RrerR snur

e “There have been two recent spates of wolf-human conflict, one in 1996 and the other last
year in Bahraich district (Uttar Pradesh),” Dr. Jhala said.

et &1 A

(tﬁl?u%sr) ¥ 2 2ren S Fa)

WFIT-ATE Fe &1 &1 T g3 €, U 1996 F 3R ¥ o wr qergd foren
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e According to reports, since September, six people, including four children, were killed and
30 others injured in wolf attacks in Bahraich.
ot & SR, fdar ¥, Ievrsy & Hfeal & srdl § IR =) afed 58 @ AR Y 3R
30 3 91l gy |

¢ Meanwhile, almost the entire pack was shot to death.
39 o9, T Y RIS S (pack) I e AR AR far ma|

e “There has been a call for over two decades to have it be declared a distinct species,” Abi
Vanak, director of the Centre for Policy Design at the Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology, Bengaluru, told The Hindu.
food 3 eure! 3 38 ue fAfRp usifa (distinct species) if¥d 3 &1 AT &1 o161 &,
3d} g, SHIAToIl W Y B SIRNPT 3¢ (ATREE), ST & Hifd fEomg=T &g & Fewed =

7 feg ! Sam|

‘Best models’

TqdYy Al

e “The Indian wolf is already under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act.
“YRAT NiETT U8 T g1 a=eila |01 AU (Wildlife Protection Act) &1 ST 1 &
Sfaid ST g
e The wolf, like the bustards and other denizens of the open natural ecosystems, do not need
strict protected areas.
NS, e feaa =S 3R o o wpfae wiifRufast o= & Falal @1 «)e, I
W& & B IRl el X@d|
o Rather they serve as the best models for coexistence, and this is what needs to be
incentivised.
e d ARSI & Taay Aisd & =0 § B HRd ©, 3R SU B Tied H- Bt
TS g |
. With the downgrading of the wolf to
‘vulnerable’ (I don’t call it upgrading), hopefully
more international attention and funds can flow
towards its conservation and the protection of its
habitats.”

ﬂﬁ';'q Call ‘Glﬁ?ﬁ'l?l (vulnerable)’ & ¥ud e
Tiffpd (downgrade) H2 T (7 3 I el g,
Jufie g & D HET (conservation) 3R 3fmard
1 & (habitat protection) i 3R 31D ARSI
& 3R Y Yaled gl 9odig 1"

. Going forward, Dr. Jhala said, it's important
to acknowledge the IUCN assessment by
developing a national policy and management

Did leacli O(ii’fer humans a :ﬁ%‘%@ﬁ“&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ% G
survival advantage? WOR ST eyl &, 3R g9 fore fafare,

8 U HRAH AT 8] T AP AT (national
A study has reported that exposure to lead policy) 3R W&t AT (management plan) daR

among hominids dates back over 2 million years. P o TRl
Researchers found traces of lead in fossil teeth
from Australopithecus africanus, Paranthropus . .
robustus, Homo neanderthalensis, and others. géi;?::gc;f;er humans a survival

Tests revealed lead disrupted neural ! .

development when a now-extinct version of the CRIRIRE ﬂﬁaﬁ DI Shifdd ¥g- &1 a1y
NOVAI gene was absent. The findings suggest ﬁ'CIT UT?

lead exposure may have shaped neurological and
social traits, with the modern human variant of

NOVAI possibly providing more protection . A study has reported that exposure to lead

among hominids dates back over 2 million years.
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UH 3 H 9 1 § 6 SRS (hominids) T W & Jud (exposure to lead) HT
ST 20 ART ATA | 3PS RAT R

Researchers found traces of lead in fossil teeth from Australopithecus africanus,
Paranthropus robustus, Homo neanderthalensis, and others.

MeyHarslt A \?vIT\‘?;I?ﬁﬁ SMPIHTY (Australopithecus africanus), TR Qe
(Paranthropus robustus), ﬁtﬁﬁqu?znﬁﬁv (Homo neanderthalensis) AR 3 &
SHrar=g E{I?ﬁ (fossil teeth) T 9 & == (traces of lead) UIU|

Tests revealed lead disrupted neural development when a now-extinct version of the
NOVA1 gene was absent.

TRI&OT ¥ Ut 9l o ofd 3 faqe 8t ot NOVA1 S &7 EXhRuT Uiy oT, 79 9 =
GIECQRGEDR] (neural development) P ST foar|

The findings suggest lead exposure may have shaped neurological and social traits, with
the modern human variant of NOVA1 possibly providing more protection.

3 o Y UaT Iadr ¢ fob WA & YU (lead exposure) = T 3R JrATfoIS TUIT I
STHR T B ThdT 8, 3R NOVA1 SiF & MY WG WRah0T A HHaa: fie el
(more protection) UaH &1 gl
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Microbial link between arsenic in
soil, lower rice yield uncovered

New research reveals that rice paddy microbes, and not soil arsenic levels alone, dictate arsenic toxicity and crop losses;

managing microbial balance may thus be key to protecting the yield and its safety

Ashmita Gupta

esearch  pu-
blished in Pro-
ceedings of the
National Aca-
demy of Sciences recently
has warned that the type of
microbes in rice paddies
can determine whether ar-
senic, a notorious carcino-
gen and plant toxin, builds
up in rice grains and trig-
gers drastic crop losses.

The study has identified
an important balance bet-
ween arsenic-methylating
bacteria, which convert in-
organic arsenic into the
toxic organic forms, versus
demethylating  archaea,
which can undo this pro-
cess. Where the methylat-
ing bacteria dominate, rice
plants absorb the com-
pound  dimethylarsinic
acid (DMA) and its more
toxic derivative, dimethy-
lated monothioarsenate
(DMMTA). These com-
pounds pose health risks
to humans as well as in-
duce straighthead disease.

“Straighthead needs to
be considered as a physio-
logical disorder rather
than a disease in the ab-
sence of any infectious
agent,” rice pathologist
Sridhar Ranganathan, who
wasn’t involved in the stu-
dy, said.

“The symptoms are
erect panicles with unfilled
grains, often remaining
green. Due to empty grains
affecting the weight of the
panicles, the ear-bearing
tillers don’t droop down
and remain green and
upright, as can be seen
with unaffected healthy
plants bearing normally
filled matured grains in
which the plants droop
down showing symptoms
of initiation of senescence

Arsenic whisperers

Scientists identify 17 key microbes whose
abundance can accurately predict rice arsenic risk

= Astudy has found that
microbe composition

in rice paddies affects
whether toxic arsenic
compounds accumulate
in rice grains

= Arsenic-methylating found to rise

bacteria increase

= When the ratio

1.5, straighthead
disease risk was

= Newly cultivated

of methylating to paddies in the US,
demethylating southern Europe,
microbes exceeds and northeast

China were found
to face heightened
arsenic vulnerability

levels of DMA and its

= The study’s authors urge monitoring of

deriv_ative DMMTA’ arsenic speciation and microbial balance
causing straighthead | {dainter ions like mid
disease =

drainage

= A n=w study has faund sails yaunger than Tuu
years have mare methylating microbes while alder
sails hast pratective demethylating archaea

of the leaves and the

Whlle long dismissed as
a local agronomic issue,
straighthead disease is
now recognised as a global
threat. In parts of the US
and China, farmers have
reported significant out-
breaks, often in newly esta-
blished or rotated paddies.
West Bengal in India and
Bangladesh have also pre-
viously reported straight-
head disease.

The condition can result
in up to 70% yield losses in
severely affected areas. It
occurs even when the total
arsenic level in the soil is
relatively low because the
real problem is arsenic spe-
ciation, i.e. the chemical
form arsenic takes in the
soil and plant. The new
study has found that the
microbial communities
that dominate in the pad-
dies determine this specia-

tion. The research team,
led by Peng Wang at Nanj-
ing Agricultural University
in China, analysed rice
paddies of different ages in
China, unearthing a sur-
prising pattern. Soils youn-
ger than 700 years were
dominated by arsenic-
methylating bacteria, so
the rice grown there ac-
cumulated more DMA and
DMMTA and the fields
were more prone to
straighthead disease out-
breaks. Soils older than
700 years had more de-
methylating archaea,
which broke down DMA
and reduced the com-
pounds’ buildup.

The researchers com-
bined these field data with
controlled soil incubation
tests, genetic analyses, and
a global survey of 801 pad-
dy soil microbiomes. Even-
tually, they identified 11
methylating microbes and

"
FT1

six demethylating archaea
whose abundance could
accurately predict arsenic
risk.

In the paper, the team
also reported that newly
cultivated paddy regions
like the U.S., southern Eu-
rope, and northeast China
showed high ratios of
methylating to demethylat-
ing microbes, rendering
them particularly vulnera-
ble to straighthead out-
breaks. Ancient rice-grow-
ing regions had stronger
demethylating communi-
ties instead. When the ra-
tio of methylating to de-
methylating microbes
exceeded 1.5, the risk of
straighthead disease was
found to rise sharply.

India is the world’s se-
cond-largest producer and
consumer of rice. While
much of the farming oc-
curs in old, legacy paddies
with relatively balanced

microbial communities,
several States have had
new or reclaimed paddy
fields established in the
last few decades. These
fields may be at greater
risk, per the new study.

Experts said the re-
search also intersects with
climate change. Higher
temperatures and altered
flooding regimes are ex-
pected to increase the
soils’ arsenic content
(whether from natural
sources or anthropogenic),
and could tip the microbial
balance towards the more
harmful varieties. For a
country where rice contri-
butes nearly 40% of the
population’s caloric intake,
the crop’s safety and pro-
ductivity are crucial.

Dr. Ranganathan said
that even if the crop can’t
be saved in a single crop-
ping season, agronomic in-
terventions can mitigate
risks. According to the re-
search paper, draining the
rice fields midseason can
‘suppress’ the methylating
microbes by reintroducing
oxygen into the soils. Sili-
con fertilisation has also
been known to reduce rice
plants’ arsenic uptake. He
also said crop rotation stra-
tegies can be adjusted to
avoid destabilising micro-
bial communities.

At the policy level, the
findings highlight the need
to monitor arsenic specia-
tion, and not just total ar-
senic levels, as part of food
safety regulations. Current
standards, including those
of the UN Food and Agri-
culture Organisation’s ‘Co-
dex Alimentarius’, focus
on inorganic arsenic, leav-
ing gaps around methylat-
ed species like DMMTA.
Ashmita Gupta is a science
writer

Microbial link between arsenic in soil, lower rice yield uncovered

gt # e SR & UT9w ST & di° uEHIfaud fie SWR

o New research reveals that rice paddy microbes, and not soil arsenic levels alone, dictate
arsenic toxicity and crop losses; managing microbial balance may thus be key to
protectlng the yield and its safety.

TCNY J T I g {41 & Well &b AN (rice paddy microbes) gt A fauraaar
(arsenic toxicity) 3R W B (crop losses) &1 Afd Hd €, FHaa gt & smdfe W=
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(soil arsenic Ievels) 811 39 DR, ﬁ&ﬂ\‘rﬁa'\‘lﬂﬁq (microbial balance) D! U&fd BT
I (yield) 3R TTD! GR&T (safety) H ST &1 Holl g1 Tbdl 7

Research published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences recently has
warned that the type of microbes in rice paddies can determine whether arsenic, a
notorious carcinogen and plant toxin, builds up in rice grains and triggers drastic crop
losses.

ANEELE t{a)?ﬂﬂ 3P HE@F{ (Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences)
A Uep1RId <MY 3 At &t 8 fob a1 & @l & ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬂa (microbes in rice paddies) g dd
B qhd % f T emdfee (arsenlc) S UH E2E2G] CAIEITE| (carcinogen) 3R uenf &
ﬁl‘Q faw (plant toxin) % 49 & 1 (rice grains) H 51 81 3R TR e g (crop
losses) BT

The study has identified an important balance between arsenic-methylating bacteria, which
convert inorganic arsenic into the toxic organic forms, versus demethylating archaea,
which can undo this process.

oY AT 3 AP %ﬂ?gﬁl'lT Sadifear (arsenic-methylating bacteria), ST SrepTaf—D

IniEca (morganlc arsenlc) ! faure Sfaew =l (toxic organic forms) T ggad % 3R
3TfHAT (demethylating archaea), St 39 UfthdT &) Idc Thd &, & &g Hg@qof

T P UG B g

Where the methylating bacteria dominate, rice plants absorb the compound

dimethylarsinic acid (DMA) and its more toxic derivative, dimethylated monothioarsenate
(DMMTA).

Glﬁﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬂ S (methylating bacteria) M B % GET T & WY (rice plants)
Qe sTafyursasniRife TRis (DMA) 3R 39& 31 faved U sfiursads
MAfASEAT (DMMTA) &1 3aiitd axd g |

These compounds pose health risks to humans as well as induce straighthead disease.

3 R AT & oy TarRa AT (health risks) T2 HRd & 3R Weas I (straighthead
disease) W ST IR %I

“Straighthead needs to be considered as a physiological disorder rather than a disease in

the absence of any infectious agent,” rice pathologist Sridhar Ranganathan, who wasn't
involved in the study, said.

QE%S’ (Straighthead) DI Tt ft HepTHS EﬁE (infectious agent) & 3UTE T I & Sod
RI® faPBR (physiological disorder) AT SIHT AT, 3709+ H WA ol I8 U INT
fa=ivs her = (Sridhar Ranganathan) = &gl
“The symptoms are erect panicles with unfilled grains, often remaining green. Due to
empty grains affecting the weight of the panicles, the ear-bearing tillers don’t droop down
and remain green and upright, as can be seen with unaffected healthy plants bearing
normally filled matured grains in which the plants droop down showing symptoms of initiation
of senescence of the leaves and the grains.’

“TTEI0T & GIEUfa'F-ﬁ ara dien WST Y3ITdHlT (erect panicles with unfilled grains), S SRR
T 35d1 & | TMalt &l & HRUI HUATED TR (ear-bearing tillers) Fdhd Tal & AR 82 AR U
363 &, T b Ty Ui} g o el € o Ul 1 € IR 018 b €, Uil IR g b
ETF-P[ S[dRYT (initiation of senescence) P Hohd od %I"

While long dismissed as a local agronomic issue, straighthead disease is now recognised as
a global threat.

Safd 34 dd JHY I R HY AT (agronomic issue) AT T AT, e I 3d
3fY WaRT (global threat) AT ST |

In parts of the US and China, farmers have reported significant outbreaks, often in newly
established or rotated paddies.

3T (US) aﬁ?iﬂq(cmnaﬁw%@ﬁ, foraml 3 Tyl ey ot ROl Bt ], SRR
QAT RIee fby A |

West Bengal in India and Bangladesh have also previously reported straighthead disease.

R & UFYH ST (West Bengal) 3TR TITATSR (Bangladesh) 7 4 Ugd ®egs A1 &t Rard
Gk
The condition can result in up to 70% yield losses in severely affected areas.

Tg fRUf R yuifaa &=t & 70% a9 wHd BT (70% yield losses) @R Tl 5|
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It occurs even when the total arsenic level in the soil is relatively low because the real
problem is arsenic speciation, i.e., the chemical form arsenic takes in the soil and plant.

H’s’ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁm'ﬁ?(amenic level) &Y gidT & Fifor STel o
e yenfaat (arsenic speciation) % T AP &1 IS U (chemical form
arsenic) S Y (soil) 3R WY (plant) § AT B

The new study has found that the microbial communities that dominate in the paddies
determine thls speciation.

U 31ege § O T | T 9 & @l § W geAsila TS (microbial communities)
ERR'EIIGE) (speciation) P! Fuila wva %I

The research team, led by Peng Wang at Nanjing Agricultural University in China,
analysed rice paddies of different ages in China, unearthing a surprising pattem.

T4 & AT @ﬂm qﬁaﬁfé’r (Nanjing Agricultural University) & I i (Peng

Wang) RT-Idw T 70 <Y et = 4 R 39 & 4 & @l 1 fagewur a1 3R T
3Myforie Ued IR faar|

Soils younger than 700 years were dominated by arsenic-methylating bacteria, so the rice
grown there accumulated more DMA and DMMTA and the fields were more prone to
straighthead disease outbreaks.

700 T ¥ HH 3H &1 ﬁ-ﬂ?ﬂ SMAfp- ﬁrzrrsi%m difar (arsenic-methylating bacterla)
&RT 31 Fifa off, gfere a8t IS 18 o H 3ifres DMA 3R DMMTA ST 81 1T 3R @
i %3’ AT UHY (straighthead disease outbreaks) & Ufd Hae=hd o

Soils older than 700 years had more demethylating archaea, which broke down DMA and
reduced the compounds’ buildup.

700 I ¥ 31 37 &t Aifeal F aifdes f3firurgfei snfdar (demethylating archaea) 9,
5211 DMA &1 disT 3iR TiffTeht & STHTT &1 A bl

The researchers combined these field data with controlled soil incubation tests, genetic
analyses, and a global survey of 801 paddy soil microbiomes.

SMepdisll 4 37 & sridwe! aﬁﬁuﬁaﬁé’r Hae gdteror (controlled soil incubation
tests), anaaﬁw ICRGL (genetic analyses) 3 801 YT H1 ﬁlﬁ ﬂﬁﬂ"ﬂﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ o1 Afyw
ﬁ&I'UT (global survey of 801 paddy soil microbiomes) & Try e

Eventually, they identified 11 methylating microbes and six demethylating archaea whose
abundance could accurately predict arsenic risk.

3fda:, I8 11 FRruTg iR Jeaeha (methylating microbes) 3R 6 f&frurgfenT snfdan
(demethylating archaea) D! ugd™ &1, S Te e sifaw (arsenic risk) CHRGIED
HigsgaTult B ehcll i

In the paper, the team also reported that newly cultivated paddy regions like the U.S.,
southern Europe, and northeast China showed high ratios of methylating to

demethylating microbes, rendering them particularly vulnerable to straighthead outbreaks.

U3 |, T 3 g8 it 9 fo T 3T ¢ 9T & (paddy regions) @@rqgv (u.s.), gfemoft

l[a'q (southern Europe), 3T u::fh'\r ik (northeast China) | ﬁrursi%m sﬁ'\r%&r%rrsl%m
&ﬂ“ﬂﬁ’f Pl AJUTd (methylating to demethylating microbes) i o1, o 9 faviy = u

T %3 U (straighthead outbreaks) & Ufd Jaeg=fia &

Ancient rice-growing regions had stronger demethylating communities instead.

U 4T 3T aTd &3 § 39 SOl Jolgd fS TS IHer (demethylating

communities) Ot

When the ratio of methylating to demethylating microbes exceeded 1.5, the risk of

straighthead disease was found to rise sharply

o fyursfeiT ofiv fefrurgfRiT erohal &1 SIUTd (methylating to demethylating

microbes) 1.5 ¥ 31U B 4T, Al Teas T (straighthead disease) BT ARIH doll I d¢

Tl

India is the world’s second-largest producer and consumer of rice.

HRd 'g’ﬁtﬂ EaR-1:0) Jaq dST YT SdTgh 3T IUHIET (second-largest producer and

consumer of rice) %I

While much of the farming occurs in old, legacy paddies with relatively balanced microbial

communities, several States have had new or reclaimed paddy fields established in the
last few decades.
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e SfIHI Wt RM, TRIRTTE Wl (old, legacy paddies) & gl 8 S0 qa-ier® =4
Y Hdferd ggHeita THGR (microbial communities)

Many insects are moving from taboo to the table
(ST

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

We depend on insects in
many ways for producing
food for the world’s popu-
lation. They pollinate our
crop plants, break down
decaying plant and animal
matter, and are natural
pest controllers. We also
consume honey from
honeybees.

Insects are all around
us. However, many of us
would be reluctant to in-
dulge in entomophagy, to
eat insects or their larvae.
One reason for this is prob-
ably neophobia, the fear of
trying out anything new.

At the same time, hu-
mans are currently wor-
ried about the overexploi-
tation of the planet. There
is a need for foods that pro-

vide high-quality calories
without consuming large
amounts of natural re-
sources. Insects fit the bill.
Their protein content is
typically 40% by dry
weight, the fat content 20-
30%, and they also have
minerals like potassium
and iron.

Nearly a fourth of the
world’s population already
eats edible insects. Some
insects are regarded as del-
icacies. Mexican escamole,
known as the “caviar of the
desert”, tastes like richly
buttered baby corn but is
the fried pupae and larvae
of the velvety tree ant. The
chef Sheril Kirshenbaum
discussed tasteful insect
menus in a 2023 episode of
‘Serving Up Science’ on
PBS.

In India, edible insects
are consumed among Indi-
genous communities in the
Northeast States, Odisha,
and in the Western Ghats.
The practice is rooted in

Edible palm weevil larvae at a traditional food market in Puerto
Francisco de Orellana, Ecuador. GETTY IMAGES

nutritional needs, cultural
habits, and folk medicine.
Tribal and rural popula-
tions in the Northeast re-
putedly consume more
than 100 edible insect spe-
cies for their protein, and
they are also sold in local
markets. Fried, roasted, or
cooked, certain beetles,
moths, hornets, and water
bugs are preferred — alth-
ough flies are not.
Collecting insects from

nature may not be sustain-
able, as insect populations
may be depleted. Some
groups have thus taken up
semi-domestication,
where insects and their lar-
vae are nurtured and har-
vested by humans.
Ethnobiologists at the
Nagaland University in Lu-
mami have been studying
traditional methods of in-
sect farming and how they
can be adapted to cultivat-

Many insects are moving from taboo to the table

IR PN AT F U TH TGI8

e We depend on insects in many ways for producing food for the world’s population.

ing new species.

The Chakhesang and
Angami tribes of Nagaland
and Manipur consider the
Asian giant hornet a delica-
cy, including roasted
adults and fried larvae.
This hornet is now semi-
domesticated. Its cultiva-
tion begins by locating a
nest, which is transported
to a l-metre-deep rearing
pit that is loosely filled with
soil. The empty nest is an-
chored to a pole just above
the pit and covered with
loose soil. A queen soon ar-
rives with worker hornets,
which begin enlarging the
nest below the ground.
The result is a large multi-
layered structure resem-
bling an inverted pyramid.
For the harvest, adult hor-
nets are smoked out and
the larvae are extracted.

Tribal groups around
the Annamalai Hills in Ta-
mil Nadu use weaver ants
asa culinary and medicinal
resource. Leaf nests con-

taining eggs, larvae, and
adults are roasted and then
stone-ground to create a
spiced soup. Similar prepa-
rations utilising the nests
of other wasps, termites,
and bees are also con-
sumed as health supple-
ments to alleviate respira-
tory and gastrointestinal
ailments.

The World Health Or-
ganization has opined that
insects in diets may be the
key to achieving sustaina-
ble food production. Insect
processing strategies may
make them more accepta-
ble. Grasshopper, locusts,
and cricket powder (or
flour) are now used as a
protein supplement. As
dietary trends evolve, as
we get used to dryland mil-
lets and grow curious
about lab-grown meats, we
may well have insects on
our plates soon.

This article has been
coauthored with Sushil
Chandani

g1 3y &) S9HSAT (population) & fTT HISH (food) I H B3 sl 4 P18 (insects)
R R HRA B

e They pollinate our crop plants, break down decaying plant and animal matter, and are
natural pest controllers.

3 BUR Bd Wel (crop plants) & WA $3d &, Tsd §T el 3R SHaRl & uerd
((.iecaying plant and animal matter) Pl Fﬁ?:'a% 3R Q@ﬁﬁﬁ @ie Faae (pest controllers)

e We also consume honey from honeybees.

1 AYHfRGTY (honeybees) T W&G (honey) 11 WTd B

e Insects are all around us. However, many of us would be reluctant to indulge in
entomophagy, to eat insects or their larvae.

aﬂé_ AR IRI 3R %I EﬁTﬁ? gAY EF'sc ﬁTEﬁﬁ’I’aﬂﬂ (entomophagy), e aﬂ% (insects)
1 3% @1af (larvae) @M | fRafeam g

¢ One reason for this is probably neophobia, the fear of trying out anything new.

g foI T HRUT THTa:

(neophobia) B, T $B 74T SHI BT ST

¢ At the same time, humans are currently worried about the overexploitation of the planet.

TqY gl ¥ g o g & Sffa-IuahT (overexploitation of the planet) P dax Rifaa %'I

e There is a need for foods that provide high-quality calories without consuming large amounts

of natural resources.

T HISH (foods) T ATTIHAT & S eI HET H UTpfae JATYUAT (natural resources) &1

JUTNT T fomT 3= T[UraTT aTelt FaNY (calories) WaH &Y |
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Insects fit the bill.
PIS 3T MMIIDA B RTHIA 8 |

Their protein content is typically 40% by dry weight, the fat content 20-30%, and they also
have minerals like potassium and iron.

34 o & BE 4 WA (protein content) <T1THIT 40% gIar % qdT (fat content) 20-
30%, sﬂ'ﬁfﬁéﬁmﬂ (potassium) 3R ﬁET (iron) ERECIE ﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁﬁ %I
Nearly a fourth of the world’s population already eats edible insects.

ST B AT U TNYUTE SRS UB A U B W B1S (edible insects) T g

Some insects are regarded as delicacies. Mexican escamole, known as the “caviar of the
desert”, tastes like richly buttered baby corn but is the fried pupae and larvae of the
velvety tree ant.

F3 BIS (insects) DI faTY &S (delicacies) AT ST & | AfRTH- TIPTHIA (escamole),
o ¥R BT BFAGR (caviar of the desert)” FHET IIdT 8, PT WG ARG 1 dal DI
(baby corn) ST 81T § df U8 TgS TQUT 3R @raf (pupae and larvae) gId & WawHen ﬁs
31 A (velvety tree ant) P
The chef Sheril Kirshenbaum discussed tasteful insect menus in a 2023 episode of
‘Serving Up Science’ on PBS.

T (Sheril Kirshenbaum) = 2023 & PBS TR ‘Serving Up Science’ & &%
Ui & Wiy $18T A (insect menus) TR 941 &1 |

In India, edible insects are consumed among Indigenous communities in the Northeast
States, Odisha, and the Western Ghats.

YRA § QT $IS (edible insects) T TRt FYSMN (Indigenous communities) §RT JaTwR
%WC[, 3NfE=m 3R uf3pft gre (Northeast States, Odisha, and Western Ghats) H @ SITdT
|
The practice is rqoted in nutritional needs, cultural habi@s, and folk m_edicine.
g U gr9ur Haeft Smazaerarsi (nutritional needs), FPHIA® 3! (cultural habits),
3R AP RIFPT (folk medicine) ¥ Rfgd B

Tribal and rural populations in the Northeast reputedly consume more than 100 edible insect
species for their protein, and they are also sold in local markets.

UaRR & SIS 3R A0 @HT 3109 WS (protein) & it i dR 1R 100 & 3ifire @
Eﬁ@; (100 edible insect species) @ % 3R T8 I TR (local markets) o oft g
ST 1
Fried, roasted, or cooked, certain beetles, moths, hornets, and water bugs are preferred —
although flies are not.

ddl §U, YA §U T US §U, TS Sieed, Hid, §-C MR aIe¥ & (beetles, moths, hornets, and
water bugs) T3¢ fbU STd § — gTarifes AfRadT (flies) 81|

Collecting insects from nature may not be sustainable, as insect populations may be
depleted.

Ui U 4 BIS| (insects) B IHgI HRAT [CHIS, ol 8l G, Fids BIe TR
(insect populations) ®H g gPat gl

Some groups have thus taken up semi-domestication, where insects and their larvae are
nurtured and harvested by humans.

FE TG A Sl Hf-URUIA (semi-domestication) 3TN €, ST @ts 3R 31 @raf
(insects and their larvae) &1 AT gRT Ul 3R T B STa g1

Ethnobiologists at the Nagaland University in Lumami have been studying traditional
methods of insect farming and how they can be adapted to cultivating new speCIes

Wﬁ%’ﬁ%ﬁ@l‘lﬁﬂ El:l'l'lﬂ (Nagaland University in Lumami) Y

(Ethnobiologists) URUR® $ie ure- (insect farming) & Wb GﬁT 35 =I€' PEIGE (new
species) I Tdl H HI U S bl §, STDT ETTT HI B 8|

The Chakhesang and Angami tribes of Nagaland and Manipur consider the Asian giant
hornet a delicacy, including roasted adults and fried larvae.

(Nagaland and Manipur) & TP 3N it srremfar (Chakhesang
and Angami tribes) E&W[E:GITEE Fﬁa (Asian giant hornet) P! fo9 o (delicacy)
A 8, Ford 4R U 99 3R Il gU ral A 5 |
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This hornet is now semi-domesticated. Its cultivation begins by locating a nest, which is
transported to a 1-metre-deep rearing pit that is loosely filled with soil.

g Bﬁ'?.’ (hornet) 3id 3ref- -UX[UTel (semi-domesticated) Hgl ST Wil TP gier (nest)
CISEE QI\’?EﬁFﬁ % o 1 Hiex e ureH TI% (1-metre-deep rearing pit) o RyFaRd fear
1T B, S 2 g (soil) & HRTBNAT R
The empty nest is anchored to a pole just above the pit and covered with loose soil.

W1t MR (nest) B T F HW TS G (pole) T fRR f5ar SI1ar 8 SR 32 Eeft fArdh (loose
soil) T e fear ST g
A queen soon arrives with worker hornets, which begin enlarging the nest below the
ground.

Udh I (queen) STed] 81 P A mﬁ‘g‘ﬁav (worker hornets) & Ty AT % S m[&r *
i uiaa (nest below the ground) &Il R = RIS IRA eI
The result is a large multilayered structure resembling an inverted pyramid.

IRUMREGEY U S5 §§-<14 &idT (multilayered structure) ST 8, S Ive fURifirs
(inverted pyramid) S e ]

For the harvest, adult hornets are smoked out and the larvae are extracted.

HCTS (harvest) & fOTT, T0%F BT (hornets) HT Y31 THR FTER FAHTe ST & 3R @raf
(larvae) & BTl SITaT B |

Tribal groups around the Annamalai Hills in Tamil Nadu use weaver ants as a culinary
and medicinal resource.

?‘lﬁ?FﬂTi %wﬁrrq?ns‘u's'r%th (Annamalai Hills in Tamil Nadu) $G¢Iﬁl'l?ﬁ'qﬂﬂ:6'aﬁ?
I{W (weaver ants) &I IuanT @re SR Sfwelig e (culinary and medicinal resource)
& FUH PRI T

Leaf nests containing eggs, larvae, and adults are roasted and then stone-ground to create
a spiced soup.

gferRl o Tiad (nests) o9 afs, araf 3R aIURb (eggs, larvae, and adults) @ﬁ% 37
YAFR 3R R TR ¥ Tiaax ATdeR 9U (spiced soup) §R STAT B |

Similar preparations utilizing the nests of other wasps, termites, and bees are also
consumed as health supplements to alleviate respiratory and gastrointestinal ailments.
3T HIY EﬂTI?F H‘Q[H'%@l’*ff g (nests of other wasps, termites, and bees) &I
U A% 33! TRE &1 dUR] TR TS (health supplements) P EUT F T, S
4ad 3R U oF B FAfar (respiratory and gastrointestinal ailments) DI HH IR A
HEE PRl 5

The World Health Organization has opined that insects in diets may be the key to
achieving sustainable food production.

3%y WA WIST (World Health Organization) &1 Ad g fb 3MER | HIS (insects in diets)
Had HISH TG (sustainable food production) T 3R &1 Goit g1 Tabd g |

Insect processmg strategies may make them more acceptable

PIc YHIHUT IUTfaar (Insect processing strategies) B% i Werd §1 Tt %I
Grasshopper, locusts, and cricket powder (or flour) are now used as a protein
supplement.

3y ﬁl?ﬁ@_‘, ﬁ% 3R fpdpe uks (Grasshopper, locusts, and cricket powder or flour) Pl
WA SRS (protein supplement) & &0 H IUTNT {41 STl & |

As dietary trends evolve, as we get used to dryland millets and grow curious about lab-
grown meats, we may well have msects on our plates soon.

S SMTER F YR Sead! €, 9 e Tl YT B SR (dryland millets) % 31 813 ¥
3R TR § ST 4T HiY (lab-grown meats) & §R ° Ry gid g, A G o BIg BI
ST YTt ﬁ'(insects on our plates) T THd ¢
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Undulating field

Why does the earth’s
magnetic field have
‘weak spots'?

l!searcl !EI'S an!yse! !ata

from the European Space
Agency’s ‘Swarm’ mission
and recently reported that
the South Atlantic
Anomaly, the region of
weakest intensity in the
earth’s magnetic field, has
expanded since 2014.
Today, according to the
data, it covers about 0.9%
more of the earth’s surface
than it did in 2014.

The field has weak spots
because the molten iron
and nickel circulating in
the earth’s outer core
don’t move uniformly.
Their motion generates the
field in a process called the
geodynamo. Since the flow

is uneven, there are
regions where the
magnetic flux is
concentrated and others
where it spreads out.

The earth’s field is
reorganised as the fluid
core moves, and the weak
regions can expand, shrink
or migrate over decades
without threatening the
planet’s overall magnetic
shield or indicating a
magnetic reversal. Indeed,
the study’s authors have
stressed that despite the
Anomaly’s apparent
expansion, there is no
reason for alarm since
such changes are part of
the natural variation of the
geomagnetic field.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

Undulating Field
TGl §3T &

. Researchers analysed data from the
European Space Agency’s ‘Swarm’ mission
and recently reported that the South Atlantic
Anomaly, the region of weakest intensity in the
earth’s magnetic field, has expanded since 2014.
SMydmarslt A gRIdRT siafver Tt & T fe
(European Space Agency’s ‘Swarm’ mission)
& ST o1 favaw far ok g1a 8t & Ruie fovan fas
TT3Y 3fedifed TATHA! (South Atlantic
Anomaly), 326 & GaPIT &F (magnetic field) &
T IR &3, 2014 & §1E I T T 5|

. Today, according to the data, it covers about
0.9% more of the earth’s surface than it did in
2014.

TS, STT & 3IHR, Ig Ydl Bt Ydg Bl 2014 D
T T TTHT 0.9% MU (0.9% more) BT
THargl
. The field has weak spots because the
molten iron and nickel circulating in the earth’s
outer core don’'t move uniformly.

&7 ¥ PHIR A (weak spots) %’aﬁ%qﬁ%
IR g (outer core) ¥ IH e frarem g3l digr
3R (molten iron and nickel) JHH =4 |
ol Jad |

e Their motion generates the field in a process called the geodynamo.

3P TIT?-T%W gfsear & &= &1 fRmfor (geodynamo) &t %‘ o forats ==Y (geodynamo)
Dol Sdl T |

e Since the flow is uneven, there are regions where the magnetic flux is concentrated and
others where it spreads out. ]
ﬂﬁ? Ydlg SIHHT (uneven) % o e %aﬁgaaﬁu Ydlg (magnetic flux) Ffad g 8k
37 &7 g1 g thadl o

e The earth’s field is reorganised as the fluid core moves, and the weak regions can expand,
shrink or migrate over decades without threatening the planet’s overall magnetic shield or
indicating a magnetic reversal.

S-S avE $% (fluid core) TEAT &, Gedt BT &F TS ST 8, 3R HHAR & (weak
regions) GX®! § Hd Udhd 5, RIPs Adhd § N RIMIART 81 TdHd & 101 T8 B! Hd AP
gﬁq (magnetic shield) P Gk H 310 a1 fodt ilﬁﬁﬂ'q Udcld (magnetic reversal) &1 Hbd
I
e |ndeed, the study’s authors have stressed that despite the Anomaly’s apparent expansion,
there is no reason for alarm since such changes are part of the natural variation of the
geomagnetic field.

IR H, 37T & AGDH| - OIR bR BT b TAHC & WF fOaR & draclg, fidr &1 #ig
SITAY Dl T-Iﬁ (no reason for alarm) %‘a@lﬁ? ﬁ@tﬁ?ﬁh ‘ﬁ[ﬂﬂ?ﬂ'ﬁ &?:"1 (geomagnetic
field) & WTPfae URadH (natural variation) T R&IT €|
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